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President’s Corner
In past issues of Sweet Auburn we have focused on horticulture, Mount 
Auburn as wildlife habitat, our 175th Anniversary and education. This issue’s 
theme is Preservation and Service. Some time ago I 
coined the phrase to sum up for staff, Trustees, visitors and 
clients what we are all about. For us, preservation does not 
just mean looking after our built structures; it includes the 
constant process of landscape rejuvenation that “preserves” 
our horticulture and our natural habitats as well. But over 
the last year we have paid particular attention to our built 
structures—our buildings, mausolea, monuments, fences, 
curbings and other man-made features in the landscape that 
so define Mount Auburn. We have adopted a philosophy, 
cataloged our resources, drafted policies and, most impor-
tantly, added to our staff, both senior management and those 
who actually repair and catalog. 

Much of my service has involved preservation. When I came to Mount 
Auburn 20 years ago, preservation of structures meant routine maintenance; it did 
not focus on the all-important decorative details of buildings, the special needs of 
our delicate marble monuments, the fragility of our records and their inadequate 
storage—if in some cases we even knew of their existence. I am gratified that all that 
has changed, and as I leave Mount Auburn, I am confident that we have built a 
more comprehensive and sophisticated program of preservation into our institutional 
DNA.

This is my sixth President’s Corner column for Sweet Auburn and it 
will be my last. As I lay down my responsibility for this magnificent place, I am 
grateful for many things—the opportunity to lead one of Boston’s oldest and most 
beloved cultural institutions; the support of a smart and involved group of Trustees; 
the comradeship and learning of professional colleagues around North America 
working in cemeteries, botanical gardens, public parks, governmental agencies and 
historic sites; but most of all for the dedication, skill, energy and caring of the men 
and women who work here, without whom none of our achievements of the last 20 
years would have taken place. Mount Auburn is in a strong position to continue 
growing and changing, as it has for 176 years, preserving the past while providing 
service to our community.

William C. Clendaniel, President
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The Friends of Mount Auburn Cemetery was established in 
1986 to assist in the conservation of the Cemetery’s natural 
beauty and to promote the appreciation of its cultural, historic 
and natural resources. Organized in 1990 as a 501(c)3 non-
profit charitable trust, the Friends seeks financial support from 
its members, other individuals, foundations, corporations and 
public agencies. It receives gifts for educational and interpretive 
programs and materials for the public, specific cultural projects, 
and operating support for horticultural rejuvenation and the 
preservation of the historic monuments, structures, and archival 
artifacts and records. The Friends has over 1,200 active 
members.

Photos left to right: Bill Clendaniel at age 2 in his 
native Vermont; azaleas at Mount Auburn; Nick 
Longo and Isabella Jaffe, both of Cambridge, at Visitors 
Center opening in May.
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Visionary, historian, lawyer, executive, 
preservationist—Bill Clendaniel has 
mastered many roles. He assumed the 

presidency of Mount Auburn Cemetery 20 
years ago, at a time when this venerable in-
stitution seemed vulnerable—on the verge of 
running out of space and in need of invigora-
tion. During his ensuing decades of service, 
he has transformed the Cemetery, restoring 
the best of its past while redefi ning its role 
as an active cemetery, cultural treasure, and 
community resource.

By Stephen H. Anable 
Communications Coordinator & Writer

 A Conversation 
with 
   Bill Clendaniel

“Bill came in with a real sense of 
the need for change while valuing 
and respecting the past.  At any 
organization you have to fi gure 
out what you’re trying to do, 
what resources you have, and how 
to marshal those resources to carry 
out the mission. It starts with a 
vision, and Bill had that vision.”

— Laura johnson 
President of the Massachusetts 
Audubon Society and former 
Mount Auburn Trustee
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Many Accomplishments 
Bill’s achievements are varied and impressive. During his 
tenure and under his leadership, Mount Auburn
•	Completed	a	comprehensive	Master	Plan	for	the	grounds	

and historic monuments in 1993 that was given an Honor 
Award by the American Society of Landscape Architects;

•	Established	the	Friends	of	Mount	Auburn	Cemetery	
as a charitable trust in 1990 and initiated fundraising 
programs for historic preservation, landscape renovation, 
and public outreach;

•	Completed	major	renovations	of	the	Administration	
Building, Story Chapel, Bigelow Chapel and the Service 
Yard, now called the Operations Center, and in 2003 
constructed a new Preservation Services Building;

•	Refurbished	large	portions	of	the	landscape	and	suc-
ceeded in having the Department of the Interior designate 
the Cemetery as a National Historic Landmark in 2003;

•	Created	a	preservation	program	for	all	of	Mount	Au-
burn’s built structures and archives; and

•	Expanded	and	professionalized	the	staff,	hiring	the	first	
Directors of Horticulture, Preservation, and Planning & 
Cemetery Development, as well as the Curators of Plant 
Collections and Historical Collections and Vice Presidents 
of Development and Cemetery Services. 

—In short, Bill dramatically changed Mount Auburn for the 
better and made the world take notice of those changes.

He	took	the	job	of	President,	convinced	that	the	Board	
of Trustees was “eager for strong leadership and willing to 
think about new things.” Bill was “very interested in open-
ing us up to the community, making the Cemetery more 
accessible and sharing what we did here with a wider audi-
ence. And I certainly was pretty quickly aware of preservation 
issues.” Bill’s first challenge was completing a badly needed 
renovation of the Administration Building, including convert-
ing a dank basement into a series of comfortable air-condi-
tioned offices, including one for the archives, complete with 
climate-controlled storage to prevent fragile books, papers, 
maps and photographs from literally becoming a thing of 
the past.

While the pre-Clendaniel staff was aware of Mount Au-
burn’s uniqueness as a historical and horticultural treasure, 
they were making decisions on a utilitarian basis, replacing 
architectural elements such as downspouts and floor tiles 
with modern versions not in keeping with their Victorian 
surroundings, filling in the spaces between curb lots, or 
planting a new tree whenever an old one died—all without 
any overall plan. The staff paid little attention to historical 
details in either structures or horticulture.

The whole idea of protecting historic landscapes was 
in its infancy in 1988. “You had the sense that this was all 
pioneering work,” Bill says. He remembers his first meet-
ing with the Alliance for Historic Landscape Preservation 
at Olympic National Park in Washington State, sitting 
outdoors on the ground with colleagues now considered 
founders of the field such as Charles Birnbaum, Tim 
Keller and Patricia O’Donnell, discussing proposed federal 
standards for landscape preservation. “We were trying to 
articulate what you do to preserve historic landscapes. This 
was a wonderful experience for me, being new at Mount 
Auburn, to begin to understand what the issues were. Alli-
ance meetings have been very helpful throughout the years, 
putting me in touch with a lot of people and ideas that 
proved to be valuable to Mount Auburn.”

Rather than make changes to this “iconic landscape”  
that were incremental, isolated, or out of context, Bill 
recognized	the	need	to	think	big,	far	into	the	future—and	
to invest the time and money to draw up a comprehensive 
master plan. “At a site like Mount Auburn, you’re never  
going to go back and recreate the landscape that was here 
at any particular time. We’re not a landscape that lends itself 
to a single period of significance, so you keep adapting it for 
current uses, while trying to still retain a sense of its past.” 

Was he scared at first, afraid of making mistakes? Of course, 
he admits, which is why he chose to proceed with caution 
and only after a good deal of deliberation. To create the 
1993 Master Plan, he hired the Halvorson Design Partner-

Bill leads a tour through the Cemetery, Spring 2007. Photo by Jennifer Johnston

“Bill is extraordinarily innovative. His vision of what 
Mount Auburn could be was way beyond what the 
Trustees at the time he arrived had imagined… And it 
will be tough to replicate Bill’s public persona. He is a 
very strong advocate for historic landscape preservation 
on the regional and national level. 
Prior to Bill, people thought of 
Mount Auburn as a local institu-
tion, not as a national historic 
landscape.”

— jim Storey, of Boston  
Chair of the Mount Auburn  
Cemetery Trustees
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ship. He and Craig Halvorson gathered together a team 
that	included	Liz	Vizza	as	project	manager	and	Shary	Berg	
as landscape historian, as well as many additional special-
ized	experts,	Cemetery	Trustees,	and	staff.	They	all	worked	
for three years. While master plans were nothing new for 
corporations or universities, writing one for a cemetery 
most certainly was. Mount Auburn’s was one of the first 
and the best, becoming “a gold standard,” studied and 
emulated by cemeteries across the nation. The Master Plan 
provided a framework, a compass, a spine on which to build 
the improvements and innovations—including new policies, 
staffing, interment spaces, and gardens—that were to follow.

You’ve Got to Have Friends
As part of his plans for expanded community outreach, 
Bill	wanted	to	enlarge	the	role	of	the	Friends	of	Mount	
Auburn that had been founded in 1986. When Bill arrived 
in	1988,	the	Friends	was	offering	programs	but	not	raising	
funds.	The	Friends	had	been	born	out	of	the	controversy	
that flared when Mount Auburn tore down the Cemetery’s 
dilapidated 19th-century cast-iron fence on Mount Auburn 
Street.	The	Trustees	realized	they	had	no	“built-in	constitu-
ency,”	so	they	created	the	Friends	to	provide	one.	But	Bill	
says “this was a defensive measure rather than a proactive 
reaching-out to the community.”

Bill	was	convinced	the	Friends	could	do	more	and	be	
more, both in programming and in fundraising. In 1990, 
he	and	the	Trustees	established	the	Friends	as	a	501(c)3	
charitable	trust	because	they	realized	that	it	would	be	easier	
for both foundations and individuals to give to this kind of 
entity instead of directly to the Cemetery itself. “I always 
characterized	it	as	putting	another	arrow	in	our	fundraising	
quiver,” Bill says. He worked with one of the Cemetery’s 
Trustees, the distinguished non-profit lawyer and scholar 
Marion	Fremont-Smith,	to	set	it	up.	“Marion	felt	it	was	
very	important,	and	I	agreed,	that	the	majority	of	the	
Friends	Trustees	should	also	be	Cemetery	Trustees,	ensuring	
that	the	work	of	the	Friends	would	always	be	in	sync	with	
that of the Cemetery.” Mount Auburn was one of the first 
historic	cemeteries	to	have	such	an	organization.

And	in	the	fundraising	realm,	the	Friends	“paid	off,”	and	
quite soon. “We sent out a solicitation letter to our lot 
representatives and were convinced we’d get a great return, 
but the response was disappointing except for one phone 
call. On the spindle in my office was a pink slip saying that 
a lot representative wanted to talk about his estate plan.” An-
thony and Mildred Ruggiero eventually set up a trust that 
has now given Mount Auburn over $1,068,000. The Trust’s 
stipulated future annual gifts are equal to an endowment of 
several million dollars. This success was followed by others 
when foundations, government agencies, and individuals 
began contributing support to the Cemetery.

“If there is one image of Bill that comes to 
my mind, it’s of Rodin’s sculpture, The 
Thinker, the long lean guy sitting there 
in ultimate contemplation. Bill is a gifted 
thinker. The Master Plan for Mount 
Auburn which has had such a profound 
positive effect was his brainchild. Bill was 
born to be President of Mount Auburn, 
and he hit the ground running. He has taken Mount Auburn 
and turned it into a national touchstone. He will be a hard act 
to follow.

“In terms of my career, our firm’s work at Mount Auburn is up 
there with Post Office Square Park, as far having wonderful 
clients and feeling a real sense of accomplishment. It doesn’t get 
much better than working at Mount Auburn, and I thank Bill 
for that. He is one of my real folk heroes.” 

— Craig Halvorson, of Boston; Landscape Architect

“Bill revolutionized Mount Auburn and moved 
the institution, the landscape, all aspects of its 
form and functions way beyond the Mount Au-
burn I knew when I began doing my research for 
Silent City on a Hill in 1977.  He has again 
made Mount Auburn a world-class institution.”

— Blanche Linden Ph. D., of Fort Lauderdale, FL; author of 
Silent City on a Hill

“Bill took the Cemetery back to its roots as a center of the  
community.” 

— Carl nold  
President and CEO, Historic New England

“Bill is a builder, someone not interested in the status quo. He 
represents the kind of leader from whom 
you always learn something. Whenever 
you encounter Bill, you realize you are 
in the presence of someone who is very 
intelligent, magnanimous, knows exactly 
what his job is, and where he wants to go 
with it.”

— Susan W. Paine, of Cambridge, MA  
Honorary Trustee, Friends of Mount Auburn

“The Master Plan was such a wonderful op-
portunity for all of us to really look in depth 
at Mount Auburn and push the limits of what 
a plan could do… This was really innovative 
work; nobody in cemeteries was doing anything 
like this. And thanks to Bill, there was enough 
money to do it right and have the time to 

explore, to go through yet another cycle of questions. And it spun 
off to other cemeteries, other master plans that we’ve all worked 
on.” 

— Shary Berg, of Cambridge; Landscape Historian
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Under Bill’s watch, the dedicated and inspired work of 
Vice President of Interpretive Programs Janet Heywood 
grew	the	selection	of	Friends	programs	exponentially,	until,	
today 70 or more walks, tours, lectures, and workshops are 
offered	each	year.	And,	beginning	in	2005,	Bill	personally	
conceived of the especially rich array of programs to cel-
ebrate	the	Cemetery’s	175th	Anniversary	in	2006-2007.	

“It’s a great adage in fundraising that if 
you don’t ask you don’t get,” Bill says. “It 
became clearer and clearer to me as the 
years went by that fundraising could be an 
important part of the answer to our income 
needs—if we found better ways of telling 
people about Mount Auburn. So we’ve 
gotten more and more sophisticated about 
telling	our	story.	The	175th	Anniversary	
Year was a great opportunity to tell it to a 
lot of new audiences.”

New Ideas, New Departments 
Bill had inherited a loyal, hardworking staff, 
but	he	recognized	that	Mount	Auburn	had	
gaps	to	fill	and	skills	to	update.	Following	the	
Master Plan’s recommendation, he hired Mount Auburn’s 
first Director of Horticulture, David Barnett, who came 
aboard in 1993. Bill hired the first development profession-
al in 2004, Senior Vice President of Development Priscilla 
“Piper” Morris—ushering in an expanded emphasis on 
fundraising, grant-writing and special events. She worked 
with	the	Trustees	to	organize	the	spectacular	“Tribute	to	a	

Treasure Gala,” the memorable outdoor party in June 2007 
that	capped	the	175th	Anniversary	year.	In	the	mid-1990s,	
the Cemetery hired the first preservation professional in 
an expansion that continues to the present day, the most 
recent addition being Bill Barry, the new Vice President 
of	Preservation	&	Facilities,	hired	in	February	2008.	And	
Mount Auburn has grown in some areas Bill “could have 
not even have imagined 20 years ago,” such as Information 
Technology. 

When making these changes, Bill had no specific man-
agement model in mind, but very early in his presidency he 
traveled north to visit a group of non-profit cemeteries in 
Toronto at the suggestion of then-Superintendent Duncan 
Munro. There and elsewhere in his subsequent travels to  
cemeteries across the country, Bill was struck by the warmth 
and	generosity	characterizing	cemetery	personnel.	“They’re	
very willing to share ideas,” he says. Wherever he has trav-
eled,	Bill	has	picked	up	new	ideas.	(On	a	sabbatical	in	2000	
he led a group of American historic cemetery presidents 
on	a	tour	of	English	historic	landscapes	and	cemeteries	
and the Parisian cemetery Père-Lachaise that had inspired 
the	founders	of	Mount	Auburn.)	These	travels	have	made	
him appreciate Mount Auburn’s stature and history: “The 
fact that we were founded 1831 versus 1860 made a huge 
difference. We not only have these very elaborate marble 
monuments but a much more innovative design. This place 
is truly unique.”

Envisioning New Burial Spaces 
Although unique, Mount Auburn confronts an issue 
common to historic cemeteries, a finite amount of space. 

Before Bill assumed the presidency, the 
Trustees had concluded that Mount Auburn 
was “winding down” as an active cemetery 
because space seemed so scarce. But by 
following the work of the Master Plan, Bill 
was convinced that Cemetery had new 
options	for	burial	and	memorialization.	He	
helped shepherd many new burial gardens 
from drawing board to reality, including  
Azalea	and	Aronia	Gardens,	Halcyon	Garden,	
and Willow Pond Knoll. One other exam-
ple was Spruce Knoll, a gentle rise crowned 
with	Norway	spruce	trees	just	inside	the	
Mt. Auburn Street fence.  He thought it 
made “great sense” to develop the area as a 
cremation garden, and so, in 1994, he hired 
the noted landscape designer Julie Moir 

Messervy, who had worked on the Japanese garden at the 
Museum	of	Fine	Arts	Boston.	The	result	was	a	stunning	
new burial space. Julie took an existing grove of trees with 
a	height	and	majesty	suggesting	a	Gothic	cathedral	that	was	
underplanted with rhododendrons and transformed it by 
adding a variety of spring-blooming plants. Her masterful 
placement of rocks created a gentle stairway into the site 

“I’d worked on environmental issues be-
fore I came to Mount Auburn, and I was 
impressed that Bill was very interested in 
the scientific aspects of environmentalism, 
the real nitty-gritty issues.

“When Bill told the Board that he 
wanted to retire, we wanted to get a feel 
for what he had done here. One of the 

staff told us how terrific Bill had been when a relative of 
his had died,how solicitous he was, writing a letter to him 
afterward. The staff member said he felt that he was really 
cared for.

“I will miss Bill’s manner and intellectual acuity. He works 
extremely well with the Board. He listens very carefully 
and is a leader…he is also very good at external affairs, 
giving speeches, raising money, and representing Mount 
Auburn in the greater community. He’s good at being the 
embodiment of Mount Auburn out in the culture.” 

— Ann M. roosevelt, of Cambridge  
Vice Chair, Mount Auburn Cemetery Trustees; 
First Female Mount Auburn Trustee
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that	resembled	a	dry	New	England	streambed	“empty-
ing” into a symbolic “pool” on Garden Avenue. She laid 
out winding paths surfaced with pine needles throughout 
the Knoll and carved individual spaces through the plant-
ings to symbolically represent archetypal views. At Spruce 
Knoll cremated remains are placed directly into the earth, 

without containers, and names 
and dates of the deceased are 
engraved on a series of granite 
tablets arranged around the 
site’s exterior. “I call it a bit of 
New Hampshire on Mount 
Auburn Street,” Bill says, “and 
it’s been one of our most 
popular new sites.”

Seeds of Career
Bill grew up in Woodstock, 
Vermont, “in the country, away 
from the village,” the only 
child of outdoorsy parents 
who’d met on Appalachian 
Mountain Club hikes. He had 
“acres and acres of fields” to 
run through, rocks to climb, 
steams to wade in and dam; 
he recalls a wonderful sense of 
freedom to roam the country-
side.

His father was a real estate 
appraiser who worked for 
Laurence Rockefeller for many 
years when the philanthropist 
was buying land and historic 
properties in the region. His 
mother was a professional cel-
list, who encouraged Bill to 
take up the violin. “Although 
our house was comfortable it 
was not a distinguished piece 
of architecture. But Woodstock 
is filled with historic houses of 
great beauty and considerable 
sophistication and I’ve often 
thought some of this must 
have rubbed off on me,” Bill 

says. “I once went to a lecture at the Radcliffe Seminars 
about the distinguished designer and landscape architect 
Charles Platt. The lecturer flashed a slide on the screen of a 
Platt house in Woodstock, one in which I had spent a great 
deal of time. So I had a background in both the natural 
world and in architecture and music.”

Bill graduated from the Choate School, Williams Col-
lege	(magna cum laude	with	a	major	in	History),	Merton	

College	at	Oxford	University	(as	a	Rhodes	Scholar	study-
ing	Politics	and	Economics),	and	Harvard	Law	School.	In	
between he served for three years as an officer on a destroyer 
in the Pacific during the Vietnam War. Later, at the Boston 
law firm of Palmer & Dodge, Bill rotated through the vari-
ous departments, noting that none exerted a particular pull. 
However, his three months of pro bono work for the Con-
servation	Law	Foundation	resonated	in	compelling	ways.	
He found the work at once challenging and stimulating.

He then became legal counsel for the Massachusetts 
Coastal Zone Management Program in the Office of the 
Secretary	of	Environmental	Affairs.	The	highlight	of	what	
he calls his “short legal career” was working as part of the 
team litigating on behalf of the Commonwealth of Mas-
sachusetts when it sued the Department of the Interior 
and	the	major	oil	companies	to	prevent	the	sale	of	leases	
to drill for oil on George’s Bank, one of the richest fishing 
grounds on the planet. Bill remembers “sitting up all night, 
working on the brief in the attorney general’s office.” After 
Massachusetts won in the District and Appeals Courts, the 
Federal	Government	and	the	oil	companies	decided	not	
to	appeal	“just	as	we	were	about	to	fly	to	Washington	to	
appear before the Supreme Court.” Thus the haddock and 
cod prevailed over the oil derrick. (continued on page 13)

“In the landscape architecture 
profession and in the cemetery 
industry, we are all so grateful that 
Mount Auburn was the first to 
create a master plan because they 
committed the leadership, time, 
and energy to make it really 
good. Since then I’ve done mas-
ter plans for cemeteries up and 
down the East Coast and in the Midwest, and people 
all know about the work we’ve done at Mount Auburn. 
It has become a model for cemetery planning nationally, 
the gold standard.”

— Liz Vizza, of Brookline, MA; Landscape Architect

Above: Bill with his parents in 
Vermont, amid the landscape that 
first nurtured his love of nature 
and history. (Clendaniel family 
collection) 

Below: Bill was a LT (jg) on the 
USS	Goldsborough	(DDG-20), 
1971

“I’ve never worked within an institution 
in which all of the people were so sup-
portive of one another. Often, you walk 
into some kind of internecine crossfire, 
and that’s not what we found at Mount 
Auburn when we worked on designing 
the Preservation Services Building. In-
stead, there was an extremely convincing 
kind of vitality. That’s all due to Bill’s 
leadership.”  

— Henry Moss, of Cambridge; Architect, Bruner/Cott
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A Somewhat Magical Happening: 
      The Prince of Wales Beech “returns”  to Mount Auburn

By Dennis Collins, Horticultural Curator

Mount Auburn Cemetery held a special tree 
planting ceremony on May 3 to commemorate the loss of 
one of its most famous trees, the Prince of Wales Beech. 
That venerable tree—planted in 1860 by the then Prince 
of	Wales,	who	went	on	to	become	Britain’s	King	Edward	
VII—was	more	than	150	years	old.	Unfortunately,	weak-
ened by Beech Tree Decline (photo 1), it was found to be 
a	hazard	to	public	safety	and	was	taken	down	in	March	
(photos 2-4). 

The tree installed in its place, a product of the somewhat 
magical practice of horticultural grafting, is a scion, a cutting 
from	the	original	tree	that	is	now	15	feet	tall.	Knowing	
that the tree might ultimately have to be removed, the 
horticulture staff took cuttings from it in 1993 and Weston 
Nurseries in Hopkington, MA, grafted these onto several 
young root stocks. Only one scion survived, that which was 
planted in May (photo 6). 

The	Prince	of	Wales	Beech	was	the	focus	of	a	major	
preservation initiative in 1996, which included removing 
a paved road several feet away from the trunk to reduce 
pressure	on	the	roots.	The	lawn	adjoining	the	tree	was	re-
placed by shrubs and herbaceous groundcovers, which are 
less competitive during droughts. The soil around the tree 
was enriched with emulsified seaweed, and gravel aeration 
channels were installed to alleviate compacted soil conditions.

1

2 3
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A Somewhat Magical Happening: 
      The Prince of Wales Beech “returns”  to Mount Auburn

Beech trees are now known to be highly susceptible to 
droughts, which have become increasingly common in 
Boston during the past few decades. When stressed by 
droughts, beeches become vulnerable to a fungal blight 
disease. In 1982 we first noticed what would become rec-
ognized	as	Beech	Tree	Decline,	a	condition	characterized	
by	branch	die-back	and	oozing	black	lesions	on	the	trunk	
of the tree (photo1). This decline seems to affect the largest 
and	oldest	trees,	specimens	120	to	150	years	old.		

In March 2007, we brought in a team using the Picus 
Sonic	Tomograph,	a	new	European	technology	to	conduct	
sound wave imaging. This detects and electronically mea-
sures the amount of compromised wood in a tree trunk. 
Using these measurements, arborists weigh the chances of 
trunk failure. When more than 33% of the trunk’s wood 
is unsound, arborists usually decide to remove a tree. The 
imaging done for the Prince of Wales Beech showed more 
than	50%	of	the	wood	in	the	trunk	was	unsound,	so	the	
tree had to be cut down.

Members of the arborist staff work diligently to aid 
Mount Auburn’s collection of beeches, though an effec-
tive treatment for the Beech Tree Decline remains elusive. 
Without their efforts, our beech collection would suffer 
further depletion. 6

4 5

L to r: President Bill Clendaniel, Superintendant of Grounds Paul 
Walker, and Vice Presidents Dave Barnett and Mike Albano observe 
the remaining stump of the tree.
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A cluster of humble sandstone monuments in 
the	Eliot	family	lot	on	Pyrola	Path	features	simple	inscrip-
tions that provide us with clues about the lives of the 
individuals who rest there. But the diary of one—educator 
Samuel	Eliot	(1821-1898)—tells	us	more	about	the	poignant	
story behind two of the stones: those of his sons, George 
Otis	Eliot,	who	died	at	the	age	of	two,	and	William	Samuel	
Eliot,	who	died	at	twenty.

On	December	26,	1863,	as	Eliot	left	on	a	journey	to	Eu-
rope	with	his	wife	Emily	(1832-1906),	for	health	reasons,	
he wrote, “She must be taken to warmer latitudes…God 
keep us, and those we leave behind us, and reunite us in 
good time.”

But a reunion was not to be. On April 1, 1864, while in 
Spain,	the	Eliots	received	heartbreaking	news	about	one	of	
their sons. Samuel wrote in his diary, “George died on the 
night of the 11-12 of March, aged 2 years, 6 months and 10 
days,	a	life	of	joy,	and	beauty,	and	purity,	one	for	which	we	
are	very	thankful.Everything	that	human	love	could	do	was	
done—but God saw fit to take him to Himself…” 

Months before, George had accompanied his parents on 
a	visit	to	upstate	New	York.	“His	next	journey,”	his	father	
wrote, “was to Heaven in the spirit, and the silent, deserted 
body, to Mount Auburn…Little recollections throng the 
memory…I hope I shall never forget the sight—I so often 
saw	with	love	and	joy	
—his beautiful face, at 
the window—radiant 
with pleasure as he 
saw me coming to the 
house…It will be so 
[again] if I am worthy to 
follow him to Paradise.”

Under doctor’s orders, 
Samuel	and	Emily	
continued	their	journey	
and returned to Bos-
ton on September 2, 
1864—George’s third 
birthday. “We keep re-
membering and loving 
him	here,”	Eliot	wrote	
that day. “Are we to 
wish him back again?… 
No, but the heart bends, 
though breaks not, [and] 
is yearning after the 

welcome that his sweet face and voice and love would have 
given us today, had he been spared.”

A	decade	later,	George’s	brother,	William	Samuel	Eliot,	
a senior at Harvard College, was rapidly succumbing to 
tuberculosis. He managed, however, to complete his degree 
requirements and, on Class Day—through the kindness of 
his classmates—was carried to a window in Harvard Hall 
so that he could observe their traditional dance around the 
Class Day elm. 

That summer, William’s decline was precipitous, com-
pelling his father to confide to his diary on September 2, 
1874: “[He] is very ill, more ill than he was last year, and 
it may be that the time when the two [brothers] are to be 
together again, is very near.”

On	November	15,	1874,	William	died,	and	was	laid	to	
rest at Mount Auburn next to his younger brother. The 
following March—on the anniversary of the death of little 
George—his	father	wrote:	“Eleven	years	and	the	first	of	
these days when the brothers are together. What a fair light, 
and hope, they would have been here. How much fairer, 
we may be sure, are they there!” 

Stories behind the Stones:  
“Everything that human love could do was done”

By Brian A. Sullivan, Archivist

Eliot family lot on Pyrola Path



By Bree Harvey, Director of Education & Visitor Services

When thinking about notable figures buried 
at Mount Auburn who focused their lives on service to 
others,	reformer	Dorothea	Dix	(Lot	#	4731	Asciepids	Path	
and	Spruce	Avenue)	comes	readily	to	mind.	Born	in	Maine,	
she moved to Massachusetts at age twelve, living with her 
grandmother in Boston and then an aunt in Worcester.  

In 1819, Dix opened a successful school for young girls 
in Boston. In 1824, after chronic fatigue and a case of 
tuberculosis forced her to stop teaching, Dix became a 
governess for the family of her friend, Unitarian minister 
William	Ellery	Channing	(Lot	678	Greenbrier	Path).	Dur-
ing her years with the Channing family, she wrote several 
children’s books, including a science textbook for school 
children. She returned to teaching and opened another 
school in Boston in 1831. 

In	1836	Dix	traveled	to	England	to	recuperate	follow-
ing a collapse. While residing in Liverpool she learned of 
new reform movements for the treatment of the mentally 
ill. Returning to Boston two years later, she accepted a 
position	teaching	Sunday	school	at	the	East	Cambridge	
House of Correction. At that time the mentally ill were 
often housed in prisons rather than in hospitals, so Dix saw 
fi rst-hand the deplorable conditions affecting prisoners and 
the mentally ill alike. Aghast, she devoted the rest of her life 
to improving correctional facilities and creating separate 
hospitals for the insane.   

After	an	eighteen-month	survey	of	jails,	almshouses	and	
hospitals throughout Massachusetts, Dix presented her 
fi	ndings	to	the	Massachusetts	Legislature.	Following	her	

1843 “Memorial,” which 
reported conditions for 
treatment of the mentally ill, 
the Worcester Asylum was 
enlarged.	Encouraged,	Dix	
expanded her crusade to the 
rest	of	New	England	and	
then the entire country. She 
eventually inspired legislators 
in	15	states	and	Canada	to	
establish a total of 102 state-
run and private institutions.    

Dix later took her crusade 
abroad, convincing Queen Victoria to investigate the treat-
ment of the insane in the United Kingdom and Pope Pius 
IX to do the same in the areas surrounding the Vatican. She 
also	visited	France,	Turkey,	Russia	and	Greece	to	lobby	for	
mental health care reforms in those countries.  

In	1845	Dix	took	a	break	from	her	work	on	mental	
health	care	reform	to	work	with	Charles	Sumner	(Lot	
2447	Arethusa	Path)	on	an	appeal	for	prison	reform.	The	
two advocated for a prison system that separated different 
levels of offenders from one another. 

During the Civil War Dix volunteered her services as 
superintendant	of	nurses	for	the	Union	army.	Following	the	
war, she turned her attentions to improving care for the 
mentally ill and continued her work until her retirement in 
1881.   

Dorothea Dix spent her fi nal years in Trenton, NJ, in a 
state hospital that she had helped to found earlier in her 
life. She died there in 1887 at age 68. In keeping with her 
wishes, the executors of her estate had her buried at Mount 
Auburn,	not	far	from	the	lot	of	William	Ellery	Channing.

Dorothea Dix:
   A Life of Service
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Celebrating Longfellow’s Sonnets
Morning snow and seasonably crisp temperatures did not deter the always 
ample throng which convened on February 23 in Story Chapel for the 
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow Birthday Celebration, held in conjunction 
with the Longfellow House National Historic Site. This year’s program 
focused on the poet’s timeless sonnets. Reading and discussing them 
were: Charles Calhoun, author of Longfellow Rediscovered, a recent 
biography of the poet; Bree Harvey, Mount Auburn’s Director of Educa-
tion & Visitor Services; Adu Laitan Matory, a student from the Kennedy-
Longfellow School and winner of the Cambridge 2007 School Poetry 
Slam; J. Lorand Matory, professor of Anthropology and of African and 
African-American Studies at Harvard, Atu’s father; Matthew Pearl, author 
of The Dante Club, a New York Times best-selling historical mystery 
novel set in Cambridge and Boston during the 19th century, and Nancy 
Jones, Visitors Services Coordinator and Museum Educator at the Longfel-
low National Historic Site.  After coffee, tea and birthday cake, the group 
walked to Longfellow’s grave to pay their respects and lay a wreath.

Left: Mount Auburn’s Bree Harvey 
introduces speakers

Above: Longfellow National Historic 
Site rangers at the poet’s grave on 
Indian Ridge Path



10 | Sweet Auburn 10 | Sweet Auburn 

Mount  
Auburn  

in  
Bloom

A photo essay by Jennifer Johnston,

Mount Auburn Staff Photographer 



Summer 2008 | 11



12 | Sweet Auburn 



Summer 2008 | 13

A Conversation with Bill Clendaniel 
(continued from page 5)

Bill entered the non-profit world of land conservation 
and historic preservation when he became the Deputy Di-
rector	of	The	Trustees	of	Reservations	in	1979.	“That	job	
was both great fun and a valuable experience, learning how 
non-profits work, how you manage wild lands and historic 
gardens, how you interpret natural and historic sites, and 
how you deal with issues of public use of privately owned 
land.” His boss was Gordon Abbott, a long-time Mount 
Auburn Trustee, who eventually nudged Bill to apply for the 
Mount	Auburn	job.	“Gordon	was	a	wonderful	mentor,	both	
at The Trustees and for many years at Mount Auburn,” Bill 
recalls.

The Future: For Mount Auburn and for Bill
What challenges remain for Mount Auburn after Bill 
leaves? “One of the biggest and most exciting challenges, 
which I regret I won’t play a role in, is how to develop the 
Southwest Corner. That site will allow Mount Auburn to 
design a cemetery for the 21st century,” Bill says. “There’s 
enough space to really make a statement and it’s not next 
to any historic areas, which gives the Cemetery a lot of 
freedom in the design. It could be a stunning new landscape.” 

Bill’s	last	major	project,	debuting	this	year,	is	Birch	Gar-
dens,	which	he	helped	to	shape	in	conjunction	with	the	
Halvorson Design Partnership, the Buildings & Grounds 
Committee of the Trustees, and many 
members of the staff. Birch Gardens 
elaborates on an idea from the 1993 
Master Plan. It is a linear interment 
landscape offering shared memorials on 
a series of granite panels connected by 
a metal fence with finials copied from 
the 19th-century originals embellish-
ing the Mount Auburn Street fence. 
At Bill’s insistence it includes a water 

feature as well as many new trees and shrubs, planted both 
inside and outside the Cemetery’s boundary. It is innova-
tive yet traditional and will be the key to Mount Auburn’s 

future as an active 
cemetery. “Our 
challenge now,” 
Bill says, “is to tell 
the world that we 
are still open for 
business; we have 
to convince peo-
ple that this new 
landscape will 
meet their needs 
for both burial 
and commemora-
tion.” Bill believes 
Mount Auburn 
will continue 
implementing the 
principles of the 
1993 Master Plan, 
hiring top-quality 

architects and landscape architects as it develops 
new space and new facilities. “We strive for excel-
lence and innovation while adhering to our vision 
of preservation and service,” Bill says.

While Mount Auburn will, to a degree, reflect 
the tides of public taste, it will not be steered 
exclusively by them. As Bill stresses, “One thing 
that sets us apart, even from our historical peers, is 
that we believe that ‘The customer is not always 
right.’ What the public may want is not necessarily 
in	Mount	Auburn’s	best	interests.	Fortunately	the	

“Bill is the perfect client, he really is. 
We had many very thoughtful meetings 
about how to treat every square inch of 
Cemetery land that I’ve been involved 
with—and I loved that. At Spruce Knoll 
this allowed everyone to tromp around 
and think the project through. I could 
take my time and know what was the 
right way to go. And that is unusual.

“Bill is certainly one of the most courtly people in the world. 
He’s always beautifully dressed and elegant in his bearing and 
yet direct and down-to-earth. When you work with Bill, there 
is never any confusion about how things will go. He lays them 
out clearly and follows through on everything he says. He’s the 
best of the best, not only in terms of business relationships but 
also in terms of his collegial relationships.”

— julie Moir Messervy 
of Saxtons River, VT; Landscape Designer

Right: Bill and his sons, 
Cameron and Douglas, 
on the Na Pali coast 
of Kaui, Hawaii, April 
1999

Below: Bill and his part-
ner, Ron Barbagallo, and 
the Clendaniel family dog, 
Schubert, at Wingaersheek 
Beach, Gloucester 
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Trustees agreed at the end of the master planning process 
that the preservation of Mount Auburn’s great landscape 
is the most important thing we do.” Bill compares Mount 
Auburn	to	a	“1,000-piece	jigsaw	puzzle.”	He	sees	the	con-
temporary stewards of this National Historic Landmark as 
“just	putting	in	the	last	few	pieces.	We	can	do	new	things,	
but we must be respectful of what has gone before and 
make sure we do nothing to diminish it.” He also empha-
sizes	that	his	successors	must	heed	the	concern	that	one	
of Mount Auburn’s founders, Dr. Jacob Bigelow, expressed 
150	years	ago—that	the	Cemetery	preserve	the	open	char-
acter of its landscape.

Bill will continue to serve as a Trustee of the Massachu-
setts Historical Society, where he was elected Treasurer 
this	May,	as	well	as	Vice	President	of	the	Friends	of	Boston	
Public Garden. He plans on researching and writing about 
19th-century Bostonians who are connected with Mount 
Auburn’s history and will be spending “more time outside” 
with his grown sons, Cameron, a documentary film editor 
living in Brooklyn, NY, who will be married in September, 
and Douglas, a budding conservationist who recently grad-
uated	from	Prescott	College	in	Arizona.	Bill	can	leave	his	
post confident that if, in the words of the Cemetery’s first 
President, Justice Joseph Story, there “breathes a solemn calm” 
throughout these acres, the persistence of that calm—as 
well as the vitality of Mount Auburn—owes much to his 
inspired efforts. ^

“I hired Bill initially as Deputy Direc-
tor of The Trustees of Reservations. He 
was very bright, obviously, and sensitive, 
articulate, with a pleasant warmth to him 
and at the same time, a real presence. He 
could be in a commanding position, yet 
do it in a way that was both effective and 
attractive. 

“At Mount Auburn, we Trustees were impressed with his 
ability to be sensitive to his staff and to care for their welfare. 
He wasn’t just focusing on their performance; he was aware 
of their families and their personal lives. He emphasized the 
importance of the Mount Auburn staff being a family, and that 
always impressed us.”

— Gordon Abbott, jr., of Manchester, MA;  
Honorary Mount Auburn Trustee

“I was so smitten by Bill immediately 
because he is not only so smart but so en-
gaging. He’s also aesthetic, and I love that 
about him. He’s one of those ‘way on the 
top’ thinkers, but he’s also down to earth 
too—he’s the person picking up the pieces 
of paper at Mount Auburn. He’s got the 
brilliant ideas but he also notices every-
thing. His attention to detail is phenomenal, yet he always 
takes things to the higher level.”

— Louise Weed, of Cambridge; Mount Auburn Cemetery Trustee 
and Chair of the Buildings & Grounds Committee

Bill and Schubert walking in the woods in Concord, MA, in 1997
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People and Happenings 

By Stephen H. Anable, Communications Coordinator & Writer

Frances	Pratt	of	Cambridge	has	found	a	way	to	use	both	
sides of her brain to the benefit of Mount Auburn Cem-
etery:	“neatnick”	(her	own	description)	and	artist.	Frances	
has volunteered at Mount Auburn on Tuesday mornings 
since 2004, sorting historical letters and papers into chron-
ological order in our Archives. She was unbowed when, 
upon arriving, she confronted 10,000 files to be tackled. 
“And I am proud to say I have been through 6,000 of 
them,” she reports. Squelching the temptation to read, she 

works quickly, pushing through, 
for example, the Hallowell fam-
ily correspondence—relatives of 
her husband, Harry—so fast she 
“didn’t	even	realize	where	I	was.”

Frances	recently	completed	
another	substantial	project:	creat-
ing a photographic record of the 
Cemetery’s sculpture, an intriguing 
task since she herself is a sculptor 
—and each photograph had to 
capture	its	subject	yet	have	its	own	
aesthetic	interest.	Encountering	
Edmonia	Lewis’	statue,	Hygeia—its 
marble eroding due to age and the 

environment—Frances	and	her	husband,	Harry,	earmarked	
part of their capital gift this past year toward conservation of 
the	statue,	now	in	progress.	In	addition,	Frances	has	begun	
working in the Preservation Department under Chief of 
Conservation David Gallagher, adding one afternoon a 
week to her volunteer commitment. 

Frances	relishes	her	time	at	Mount	Auburn,	whether	
volunteering	or	walking:	“The	employees	are	just	a	very	
special	group,	and	I	enjoy	my	relationships	with	them.	The	
staff on the grounds wave to me. I’m a regular fixture walk-
ing around.”

Frances	describes	her	own	sculptures	as	“abstract	organic,”	
with lines influenced by the rhythms of nature and the lives 
of plants and animals. She began working with wood and 
then	went	on	to	use	clay,	plaster,	stone,	bronze,	aluminum	
and	stainless	steel.	A	Fine	Arts	major	at	Connecticut	College,	
she later studied at the DeCordova Museum in Lincoln, 
MA, the atelier of Peter Abate, and the School of the Mu-
seum	of	Fine	Arts.	Her	career	began	on	a	high	note:	she	
entered	a	competition	sponsored	by	New	England	Telephone	
and beat out six men to create a sculpture in front of its 
new	communications	center	in	Framingham.

Frances	and	Harry	both	grew	up	on	Long	Island’s	North	
Shore, she in Woodbury and he in Oyster Bay. Theirs is a 
love	match	dating	from	day	school.	Says	Frances,	“At	age	

14 I sat on the radiator in my bedroom on a rainy day and 
said ‘I’m going to marry Harry Pratt.’” They wed when 
she graduated from college, and then moved to Cambridge 
when Harry enrolled at Harvard Law School. As a young 
mother,	Frances	discovered	Mount	Auburn	as	“a	beautiful	
place away from cars where I could walk with our children.” 

Harry—a founding partner of Nichols & Pratt, a Boston 
private trustee office, and Vice Chair of the Board of Trust-
ees	of	the	New	England	Conservatory—donated	funds	for	
concerts	for	Mount	Auburn’s	175th	Anniversary	celebration.	
The	Pratts	have	three	children—Franny	of	Alexandria,	VA,	
a	staff	attorney	for	the	Federal	Public	Defender	Program;	
Hal of Dedham, MA, an artist who makes furniture and 
teaches at Milton Academy; and Chuck of Jamaica Plain, 
a	computer	support	manager	for	Massachusetts	Financial	
Services. The Pratts have five grandchildren, four girls and 
one boy, so those genes, right- and left-brained, thrive on. ^

The Sculptor as an Archivist’s Best Friend

Frances Pratt at home in Cambridge with her sculpture, Helix.

Frances helps repair a marble 
monument at Mount Auburn 
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Interim President Appointed
David Barnett to serve as search continues
David P. Barnett, who assumed the role of Mount Auburn’s 

first	Executive	Vice	President	in	Janu-
ary, has been appointed by the Trustees 
to	serve	as	Acting	President	and	CEO	of	
Mount Auburn Cemetery, effective July 
1, 2008, on Bill Clendaniel’s retirement. 
Dave	has	been	at	Mount	Auburn	for	15	
years since he moved in 1993 from his 
previous position as Assistant Director at 
Planting	Fields	Arboretum	State	Historic	
Park in Oyster Bay, NY, to become Mount 
Auburn’s Director of Horticulture. In 
1999 he became the Vice President of 

Operations & Horticulture. He served as Acting President 
for three months in late 2000 when Bill was on sabbatical. 

Dave is widely known throughout the horticultural com-
munity nationwide. He has held many positions with the 

American	Public	Gardens	Association	(APGA),	currently	
serving	as	Past	President	(2007-2009)	having	previously	been	
President	(2005-2007),	Vice	President	(2003-2005),	Chair	of	
the Host Committee for the 2002-03 Annual Conference 
held in Boston, and chair of other standing committees since 
1992. He has also been on the Board of Directors of the In-
ternational	Society	of	Arboriculture,	New	England	Chapter,	
and is currently the Second Vice President of the Horticul-
tural Club of Boston. 

Dave	received	a	B.S.	in	Environmental	Horticulture,	summa 
cum laude, from the University of Connecticut; an M.S. in 
Environmental	Horticulture	and	a	Ph.D.	in	Ecology	from	the	
University	of	California	at	Davis.	He	and	his	wife	Eileen,	
an elementary school art teacher, live in Boxborough, MA. 
Their son Jake graduated from Cornell in 2007 and daughter 
Marie from Oberlin in 2008.

“I know that Mount Auburn will be in excellent hands 
with Dave at the helm during this interim period,” says Bill 
Clendaniel. “He has the respect and affection of the Trustees 
and the entire staff.”

Staff Changes
New Vice President of Cemetery Services 
Appointed

Sean J. O’Regan has been appointed Mount Auburn’s Vice 
President of Cemetery Services, effective July 1, 2008. Most 
recently the Director of Client Services for TrueAdvantage, 
a sales intelligence software company in Southborough, MA, 
Sean was previously Operations Director of Client Services 
for	Kenexa	(Lexington,	MA),	an	industry	leader	in	web-
based human capital management solutions. He served Ken-
exa	(formerly	Webhire)	in	several	client	services	and	techni-
cal support positions. Prior to that he was Vice President of 
US Operations and then Vice President, Sales Support, for 
Saztec	International	(Billerica,	MA),	a	leading	provider	of	
data capture, imaging, data conversion and content manage-
ment services.

Sean	has	a	B.A.	in	Business	and	Economics	from	Saint	
Anselm College in Manchester, NH, and has completed 
several	professional	certificate	courses	in	project	management	
at Villanova University, Philadelphia, PA. He and his wife 
Suzanne,	a	clinical	social	worker	with	her	own	practice,	live	
in Wayland, MA, with their three sons, Tyler, 16; Connor, 14; 
and Drew, 9.

“We are so pleased to have someone on board with Sean’s 
extensive experience in technology and management,” says 
Acting President Dave Barnett. “I am confident that Cem-
etery Services, our core business operation, will prosper and 
grow under his leadership.”

Stephen R. Silver	(Steve)	joined	the	staff	as	Mount	Au-
burn’s new—and first—Director of Planned Giving in 
January 2008. Steve has had significant experience in all 

aspects of development. Most recently, he was Director of 
Development	for	the	Episcopal	Diocese	of	Massachusetts	
and, previously, Director of Planned Giving at Harvard Law 
School.	While	he	was	at	the	Episcopal	Diocese,	
he received his Master’s in Divinity from the 
Harvard Divinity School and he is currently 
pursuing ordination in the United Church of 
Christ. Steve received his A.B. in Politics from 
Brandeis and an M.B.A. from Cornell. He 
and his wife Rachel and their 18-month-old 
son, Chip, live at Groton School, in Groton, 
MA,	where	Rachel	is	Major	Gifts	Director	for	
Groton. Steve is working three days per week, 
reporting to Senior Vice President of Development Piper 
Morris, who says, “Steve’s position is critically important for 
Mount Auburn as we launch a new planned giving program, 
and I am delighted to have a person with Steve’s experience 
on our team.”

Melissa Nuttall has been appointed Development As-
sociate/Membership & Events Coordinator. A native 
of Delmar, NY, Melissa came to Mount Auburn in 2003 as 
a Cemetery Services Representative. Before Mount Auburn, 
she spent a year with the Jesuit Volunteer Corps working 
at an inner-city school in Dorchester. She is a 2001 graduate 
of St. Michael’s College in Burlington, VT, with a B.S. in 
Psychology. Melissa takes over from Susan Doolittle. Susan 
came to Mount Auburn in 2002 as a volunteer in Plant 
Collections while earning her certificate at the Landscape 
Institute of Arnold Arboretum and Harvard University. She 
eventually became the Membership & Volunteer Coordina-
tor. Susan is leaving Mount Auburn to pursue a career in 
landscape design. 
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Natalie Wampler was appointed Preservation & Facilities 
Planner in April 2008. She had worked at Mount Auburn 
part-time, as an intern, supporting the Preservation Initiative, 
while finishing her M.A. in Preservation Studies at Boston 
University. In her new position, she will identify and assist 
in	prioritizing	care	for	the	Cemetery’s	vast	collection	of	
structures	and	monuments.	Natalie	holds	a	B.F.A.	in	Interior	
Design from Maryville University in St. Louis, and has also 
worked at Harvard’s Peabody Museum. Says Vice President 
of	Preservation	&	Facilities	Bill	Barry,	“Natalie’s	hiring	is	
one of the critical first steps of a carefully planned evolution 
of our department, directly resulting from the Preservation 
Initiative. Her planning skills are essential to our work, and 
she participates in hands-on conservation when necessary.”

Security Supervisor Willie Torres won the President’s 
Award for outstanding service at the staff holiday party in 
December. Willie has been at Mount Auburn since 1989 
and worked on the grass crew, as a mason, and as a secu-
rity guard. Both his father and grandfather also worked at 
Mount	Auburn.	Willie	lives	in	Boston’s	South	End,	with	his	

wife Maria; they have four children, Wilmarie, Ileana,  
William, Jr., and Luis.

Mount Auburn Senior Vice President of Finance & 
Administration/Chief Financial Officer Mike Albano 
won a special President’s Award for superior service this past 
year. Mike became a Mount Auburn employee nine years 
ago	and	has	numerous	major	accomplishments	to	his	credit.	
Mike lives in Watertown, MA, with his wife Diane and their 
teenaged	sons,	Eric	and	Adam.
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Cultural historian Marilyn Yalom of 
Stanford University and Reid Yalom, her 
son, discussed their book, The American 
Resting	Place,	Four	Hundred	Years	
of History through Our Cemeteries 
and Burial Grounds (Houghton Mifflin, 
2008) during a lecture and slideshow 
at the Boston Public Library in Copley 
Square on May 15. The evening was co-
sponsored by Mount Auburn, the Boston 
Athenaeum, Historic New England, the 
Massachusetts Historical Society, and 
the New England Historic Genealogical 
Society.

The Mount Auburn Cemetery staff extends our deep-
est sympathy to the families and friends of George 
L. Doherty, owner of the Doherty Funeral Home 
in Somerville; Marion Bedrosian, mother of Paul 
Bedrosian, owner of the Bedrosian Funeral Home 
in Watertown; and Andrew (Andy) Valkanas, our 
neighbor, across the street, at Mt. Auburn Memorials 
in Cambridge, who recently passed away.

Mount Auburn presented “The Birds 
of Spring at Mount Auburn,” a 
bird identification workshop led by 
Jim Barton, a former Brookline 
Bird Club and Massachusetts 
Audubon field trip leader, on 
Wednesdays, from April 16 to May 7. 
During the multi-session class attend-
ees learned methods for identifying 
warblers, thrushes, vireos, and other 
spring	migrants	by	eye	and	ear.	Fol-
lowing the classrooms sessions, two 
morning bird walks were held for 
participants.

The New England Conservatory’s Parker String Quartet—made up 
of graduate students pursuing degrees in performance and chamber music—
played in a concert at Story Chapel on November 17, 2007.  The event 
was made possible by the generosity of Harry and Frances Pratt.  Harry is a 
member of NEC’s Board of Trustees, and Frances is a longtime volunteer at 
Mount Auburn (see profile on page16).

Top: Baltimore Oriole by George McLean  
Bottom: Common Yellow Throat by John Harrison
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The President of  
Harvard University, Drew 
Gilpin Faust, author of 
This Republic of Suffering: 
Death and the American Civil 
War, spoke about her book 
to	an	audience	of	Friends	
members and others in a 
packed Story Chapel on 
March 19. When introduc-
ing	President	Faust,	Mount	
Auburn President Bill 
Clendaniel noted that “there 
can be no more appropriate 
place to discuss death, burial 
and commemoration than at 
Mount Auburn, the cem-
etery that changed the way 
America dealt with these 
ever-present concerns.” He 
added	that	President	Faust	

is	a	neighbor	of	Mount	Auburn,	a	visitor	who	enjoys	the	
Cemetery,	and	a	member	of	the	Friends.	Indeed	President	
Faust	mentioned	that	she	had	“walked	through	the	Cem-
etery many times” when writing This 
Republic of Suffering. Mount Auburn is, 
of course, the resting-place of many 
people associated with the Civil War 
and contains numerous elaborate  
monuments carved with sabers, uniforms, 
insignia, and caps in astonishingly 
detailed marble.

President	Faust	described	death	as	
being at the center of women’s experi-
ence of the war. She wrote her book 
to explore how the nation coped with 
the loss of more than 600,000 people. 
Half of the dead were never identified, 
leaving grieving families unable to “re-
alize”	their	deaths	and	thus	unable	to	fully	mourn	or	move	
on.	Instead,	years	after	Appomattox,	families	fantasized	and	
speculated about their loved one’s possible return, hoping 
he	had	somehow	survived	the	carnage	and	was	hospitalized,	
had gone west, or was alive but unable to communicate. 
This problem was exacerbated by the federal government’s 
failure to be required to officially notify families when a 
combatant was killed or wounded. 

It sometimes fell to private individuals to better the situ-
ation.	President	Faust	related	how	the	story	of	the	death	of	
Henry Bowditch’s son, Nathaniel—buried here at Mount 
Auburn—caused his father to campaign to improve am-
bulance service and thus cut the casualty rate among the 
wounded, an action he believed might have saved Nathaniel. 
“We	are	all	Civil	War	survivors,”	President	Faust	said,	given	
the	way	the	war	changed	the	country.	For	example,	the	war	
dramatically increased powers of the federal government 
as Americans demanded it play a greater role in their lives, 
tending for instance to the needs of veterans. 

After wine and cheese following her talk, a long line of 
guests snaked through the chapel, waiting for President 
Faust	to	sign	their	copies	of	her	book,	a	New York Times 
bestseller.

Drew Faust Speaks at Mount Auburn

By Stephen H. Anable, Communications Coordinator & Writer

Harvard President Drew Gilpin 
Faust (Photo by Michael Dwyer)

Above: The gravestone of Lt. 
Col. Waldo Merriam, killed in 
battle on May 12, 1865, is an 
example of the elaborate carving 
on the monuments of some Civil 
War soldiers.

Left: (l to r) President Faust, 
HonoraryTrustee Robert A. 
Lawrence (in back), Bill Clen-
daniel, and Cemetery Trustee 
Karen Weltchek Mueller.

Guests line up to have President Faust sign copies 
of This Republic of Suffering
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Lead bubbled and limestone seethed when Chief of 
Conservation David Gallagher presented Preservation at 
Mount Auburn, a tour and a demonstration at the Preserva-
tion Services Building workshop on January 24. David 

demonstrated 
the mixing of a 
traditional lime 
mortar	(thus	the	
seething)	and	an	
acrylic paraloid 
B-72 mortar; the 
installation of 
lead wool, that 
is, lead in fine, 
fibered form, to 
fix	a	joint;	and	the	
pouring of lead 

(thus	the	bubbling).	He	also	performed	a	pieced-in	granite	
repair and discussed the Cemetery’s new, proactive Pres-
ervation Service Initiative. Visibly intrigued, the overflow 
audience of 20 or more peppered David with questions 
and comments. 

The 2008 Conference Program of the Association for 
Preservation of Technology International has selected 
David Gallagher’s abstract, Mount Auburn Cemetery: The 
Evolution of Preservation Thinking and Practice, to be presented 
at	the	organization’s	conference	this	year	in	Montreal.	After	
having stepped in for over a year to assist Dave Barnett in 
managing all preservation and facilities activities, David is 
now able to return to his first love of caring for the historic 
fabric of the Cemetery’s monuments and buildings. 

Acting President David Barnett and his daughter, Marie, 
a senior at Oberlin College, ran the Boston Marathon in 
tandem	on	April	21,	2008,	as	members	of	the	Dana-Farber	

Marathon Challenge 
(DFMC)	Team.	This	was	
David’s 14th Marathon 
and his daughter’s first. 
They participated in 
memory of David’s 
father, Phil, and brother, 
Jack. During the past ten 
years, David has raised 
more than $130,000 for 
cancer research.

Friends’ Members Survey Shows 
Loyalty, Individual Interests
By Stephen r. Silver 
Director of Planned Giving

Mount	Auburn	recently	surveyed	more	than	1,000	Friends	
of Mount Auburn to learn more about our members so 
they can be better served as new programs and visitor 
resources are designed and implemented. Surveys were 
mailed to 1,033 members and, as of publication, 363—an 
impressive	35%—had	responded.

Some of the highlights from the survey’s results 
follow. 
•	Primary	reasons	for	joining	the	Friends	include:	having	

a	connection	to	Mount	Auburn	(76%),	enjoyment	of	
horticulture	(65%),	and	a	desire	to	support	a	National	
Historic	landmark	(53%).

•	Friends	have	a	variety	of	interests	at	Mount	Auburn:	
59%	cited	horticulture	and	walking,	57%	history,	43%	
art	(monuments	and	sculpture),	and	41%	visiting	the	
graves of loved ones.

•	Just	over	one-half	of	survey	respondents	have	a	relative	
who is buried at Mount Auburn. 

•	Survey	respondents	ranged	in	age	from	33	to	96.	Two-
thirds are women. Seventy-two percent of respondents 
live in the Boston area. Of the 28% who don’t live 
nearby, 82% once did.

•	Survey	respondents	are	highly	educated—87%	have	
completed	college	and	55%	have	earned	an	advanced	
degree. 

•	Our	magazine,	Sweet Auburn, appears to be serving the 
needs	of	Friends:	93%	of	respondents	reported	that	they	
read	all	or	part	of	the	magazine	and	90%	felt	that	it	
reflects all that is happening here.

•	When	queried	about	what	features	an	electronic	visitors’	
information kiosk should offer, respondents showed 
a strong interest in resources that would better help 
visitors	enjoy	and	utilize	the	Cemetery:	60%	wanted	in-
formation	on	“what’s	in	bloom”;	59%	wanted	to	be	able	
to	look	up	the	locations	of	specific	graves;	54%	wanted	
tree	and	plant	identification	and	mapping	software;	52%	
sought	information	on	bird	sightings;	and	50%	wanted	
information about gardens and natural habitats.

•	When	asked	about	what	items	people	would	like	to	 
see stocked in a Mount Auburn gift shop, respondents 
expressed	a	strong	interest	in	books.	Forty	percent	
sought reprints of historic guidebooks, 39% history-
related books, 38% resources on monument symbolism, 
and 37% biographies.

•	Members	are	very	loyal:	55%	have	been	members	for	
five or more years and 72% have been members for 
three or more years. ^
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Chambers Painting  
of Vanished Pond  
Acquired 
By Meg Winslow, Curator of Historical Collections

We are enormously pleased that, thanks to many generous donations, we have recently 
acquired an oil painting attributed to Thomas Chambers, an itinerant painter who 
lived in Boston during the mid-19th century. The painting depicts an area within the 
Cemetery	once	known	as	Forest	Pond.	This	work	was	said	to	have	been	inspired	by	an	
engraving of Mount Auburn by William Henry Bartlett. Although the pond itself no 
longer exists—having been filled in during the early 20th century—the scene, with its 
marble	monuments,	sloping	hillsides	and	lush	tree	canopy,	is	recognizable	today.	This	is	
just	a	wonderful	purchase	for	Mount	Auburn.	The	Cemetery	has	several	hand-painted	
versions of the Bartlett print and a newly acquired and quite unique chalk-and-charcoal 
study of the same location. These works all depict, in different media, a beautiful and 
picturesque area of Mount Auburn that was much loved by artists. 

Far left: Painting in original condition before con-
servation. Left:	View	of	Forest	Pond, Mount 
Auburn Cemetery, Cambridge, Massachu-
setts, c. 1840s. Oil on canvas, 14-1/4 x 181/4 
inches, after conservation. 

Chambers Painting  
Unveiled
On June 3 the newly cleaned and conserved 
Thomas Chambers painting View	of	Forest	
Pond, was unveiled. Meg Winslow, Curator of 
Historical Collections, and Bill Clendaniel show 
off the new acquisition. 

Birch Gardens – the Landscape 
Takes Shape 
By Candace Currie  
Director of Planning & Cemetery Development

Birch Gardens—a shared memorial designed by Halvorson 
Design Partnership of Boston—continues to take shape 
here	at	Mount	Auburn	(see	photo	at	right),	on	schedule	
for an opening later this year. Situated along the Coolidge 
Avenue side of the Cemetery, Birch Gardens provides space 
for unique personal inscriptions on “headstones” directly 
in front of corresponding burial areas planted with trees, 

shrubs and pe-
rennials. These 
plantings create 
“garden rooms” 
offering privacy 
and an abiding 
place for solace 
and reflection 
within the 
Cemetery.	Even	
those looking 

in from Coolidge Avenue, driving or walking, will be able 
experience its beauty. Plantings for Birch Gardens were 
chosen for the times their flowers bloom, their leaf color in 
fall, and, for groundcovers, their appearance throughout the 

year. Plantings were also reviewed for their attractiveness 
as bird habitat, their status as native species, and whether 
they would expand the diversity of Mount Auburn’s plant 
collections.	In	all,	about	50	new	trees,	hundreds	of	shrubs	
and thousands of perennials have been planted. All of these 
plants have been carefully selected and positioned such that 
the “face” of each shadblow (Amelanchier grandiflora), paper-
bark maple (Acer griseum) and London planetree (Platanus x 
acerifolia), for example, welcomes visitors into each room.

Whatever reason draws you to Mount Auburn we invite 
you,	as	a	member	of	broader	community,	to	enjoy	these	
magnificent new gardens.
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“Mount Auburn Cemetery and Landscapes of Memory,” 
a	program	held	February	6	at	the	Massachusetts Historical 
Society, featured a panel discussion by Blanche M.G. Linden, 
author of Silent City on a Hill:Picturesque Landscapes of Memory 
and Boston’s Mount Auburn Cemetery	and	Elizabeth	(Betsy)	Barlow	
Rogers, author of Landscape Design, A Cultural and Architectural 
History	and	President	of	the	Foundation	for	Landscape	Stud-
ies in Brooklyn, NY. Moderated by President Bill Clendaniel, 
the evening explored the vital role landscapes play in our lives, 
indeed imprinting themselves on our consciousness and becom-
ing inseparable from many of our personal milestones. Blanche 
detailed Mount Auburn’s history and pioneering role in the 
landscaped cemetery movement, and Betsy described her part 
in	the	revitalization	of	Central	Park,	including	establishing	a	
new landscape, working with Yoko Ono on the memorial to 
John	Lennon,	Strawberry	Fields.	

On	February	8	Blanche	spoke	further	about	the	history	of	
Mount	Auburn	to	a	sizable	crowd	at	the	Harvard	Book	Store	in	
Cambridge and then signed copies of her revised and expanded 
edition of Silent City.	Following	the	signing,	Friends	members	
joined	Blanche	for	a	reception	at	UpStairs	on	the	Square	in	
Harvard Square.

Landscapes in Our Lives: 
Mount Auburn and Elsewhere

Clockwise from top: Mount Auburn 
Director of Education Bree Harvey with 
copies of Blanche Linden’s expanded 
edition of her book on Mount Auburn’s 
history, Silent City; Bill Clendaniel 
introduces Blanche Linden before the 
author of Silent City speaks to the 
audience at the Harvard Book Store in 
Harvard Square; Blanche with her son 
Marc Lindow of Wellesley and daughter 
Julia Lentini of Ashland; (l to r) Betsy 
Barlow Rogers, Blanche Linden and 
writer/landscape historian Jane Roy 
Brown at the Massachusetts Historical 
Society.
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Visitors Center Opens
An enthused group of people came to Mount Auburn on the 
rainy, cool weekend of May 3-4 for the official opening of the 
Visitors Center in Story Chapel. Two full days of activities in-
cluded tours highlighting Mount Auburn’s history and heritage 
trees, nature sketching workshops for the whole family and a 
Bigelow Chapel Open House. Many people were paying their 
first visit to the Cemetery and were obviously pleased with the 
new center and with the opportunity to tour the often-closed 
Bigelow	Chapel	and	see	its	dazzlingly	restored	north	chancel	
window.

Earlier,	on	March	6,	more	than	90	people	attended	the	preview	
opening of the Center. Attendees included special guests from 
other historic cemeteries, the historical societies of both Cam-
bridge and Watertown, art centers, people from the media, and 
Mount	Auburn	Trustees	and	Friends.	After	guests,	hors	d’oeuvres,	and	wine	all	circu-

lated, Bill Clendaniel spoke of the years of toil 
and creativity by former Vice President Janet 
Heywood	and	current	Director	of	Education	
& Visitor Services Bree Harvey that went into 
bringing the Center into existence.

A Warm Welcome and Celebration

L to r: Trustees Kim Gluck, of Newton; 
Clemmie Cash, of Wellesley; and Bill  
Clendaniel

Cemetery and Friends Trustee 
Widgie Aldridge, of Cambridge

Cemetery Trustee Oliver Scholle, of Chestnut Hill, MA
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Drawing by Oliver Longo age 5

Cambridge Mayor Denise Simmons (right) joined her granddaughter and Mount Auburn Presi-
dent Bill Clendaniel May 3 in planting a scion (cloned tree) to replace the downed Prince of 
Wales Beech. Mayor Simmons, in high heels, joked, “You can see I’ve worn my planting shoes.”



24 | Sweet Auburn 

People and Happenings 
A Perfect Dovetail:
Bill Barry Appointed Vice President  
of Preservation & Facilities)
By Stephen H. Anable, Communications Coordinator & Writer

if a blueprint designating the “specs” required 
for	the	new	post	of	Vice	President	of	Preservation	&	Facili-
ties at Mount Auburn existed, it would dovetail perfectly 
with	the	background	and	passions	of	William	(Bill)	Barry.	
A	preservation	architect,	Bill	joined	the	Cemetery’s	staff	
on	February	1,	2008.	He	had	previously	spent	nearly	a	year	
consulting with Mount Auburn, leading the Preservation 
Initiative, a thirteen-month-long effort by Trustees, staff 
and outside experts to articulate a preservation philosophy 
and begin to create an inventory and planning tool for the 
Cemetery’s preservation challenges. At the same time, Bill 
was shepherding the Administration Building and its inhab-
itants	through	a	complex	HVAC	upgrade	project.	Through	
it all—the drop-cloths and tents, drilling and plaster dust, 
the phalanx of workers and the protective plastic carpeting 
squeaking underfoot—Bill remained his chipper, upbeat, 
informative self. 

Bill is excited to work at Mount Auburn—with both its 
structures and its people. “Mount Auburn has a tremendous 
collection of historic structures and works of art—and of 
people, who are diverse in their expertise and their person-
alities.”	He	is	enjoying	working	with	staff	in	preservation,	
historical collections, planning, and facilities maintenance. 

Previously Bill worked at the renowned Boston firm of 
Shepley	Bulfinch	Richardson	&	Abbott	for	22	years.	(The	
firm was founded by H. H. Richardson, and Bill’s early 
work there was under the guidance of one of his descen-
dents,	Daniel	Coolidge,	who	is	buried	at	Mount	Auburn.)	
For	much	of	his	time	at	Shepley	Bulfinch,	Bill	worked	on	
many historic public libraries, including the mammoth, 
multi-year restoration of the 19th-century classic Beaux Arts 
masterpiece, the Boston Public Library in Copley Square. 

Highlights of the 
effort included the res-
toration of the famous 
murals by John Singer 
Sargent	and	Edwin	
Austin Abbey, among 
others. “That was some 
of the most exciting 
work there, to accom-
modate fine art conser-
vation in the context 
of a public bid con-
struction	project,”	Bill	
remembers. “That was 
particularly challenging.” 
In some instances Bill 
and his colleagues got 
to develop new spaces 
when obsolete building systems were removed or replaced. 
Of	course	anything	new	they	proposed	had	to	harmonize	
or echo the old. “Our guiding principle was to use high-
quality materials—the same materials Charles McKim used, 
but to keep our details simple and reserved, with a contem-
porary touch.” 

Here at Mount Auburn, Bill is fascinated by “preservation 
in the context of perpetuity. And of course fascinated by 
the context of a landscape of such horticultural significance.”

A New Orleans native, Bill graduated from Tulane Uni-
versity. He lives in Cambridge with his wife, Karen, who 
works	at	Boston	College	in	the	Office	of	First	Year	Experi-
ence. They have two sons, Will and André. Bill Clendaniel, 
who	recruited	Bill	Barry	for	the	job,	is	delighted	to	have	
his expertise at Mount Auburn. “This is a particularly 
appropriate time for Mount Auburn to have an architect 
join	the	staff.	We	are	advancing	our	preservation	programs	
and beginning to plan for new facilities. I know that Bill 
will play a vital role in helping Mount Auburn grow and 
improve.”

Preservation Initiative:  
Developing Philosophy, Policy, and Planning

Over the course of the last year, Mount Auburn 
has been engaged in a methodical and thoughtful exercise 
called the Preservation Initiative. As a result, a Preservation 
Initiative	Task	Force	of	Trustees	and	outside	experts	was	
convened as the central think tank to simultaneously ad-
dress three key threads—philosophy, policy, and planning. The 
task force sought to develop a comprehensive preservation 
philosophy and operational preservation policies, as well as 
a multi-year planning tool focused on specific preservation 
projects.	They	also	worked	to	establish	a	clear	set	of	priori-
ties to guide Mount Auburn in balancing the enormous 

needs of our historic buildings and monuments with the 
limited	financial	resources	available	for	preservation	projects	
each year.

As a result of the Preservation Initiative, the Board of 
Trustees of Mount Auburn Cemetery approved the Task 
Force’s	Statement of Preservation Values & Commitments at the 
close of last year. This critically important statement provides 
a foundation for all the remaining preservation work yet to 
come, including developing operational policies, imple-
menting a planning tool, and building and maintaining the 
necessary	staff	in	the	Preservation	&	Facilities	Department	
to	realize	these	plans	and	goals.
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Preservation Endowment Fund

Preservation funds at work:
From top: A large branch from a sugar maple tree fell into 
the Brown and Little lots on Chapel Avenue during a windy 
weekend in March, damaging several monuments.

A backhoe was needed to reposition one particularly heavy 
monument.

The monuments in the Brown and Little lots before repair.

A sandstone cross from the lots, after repair with a “before” 
photo showing storm damage.

To Honor Bill Clendaniel  
and Support a Cherished Landmark

Friends	of	Mount	Auburn	realize	that	this	remarkable	landscape	is	home	
to a stunning collection of structures ranging from chapels to monuments 
to wrought-iron fences that serve not only as memorials to those who 
have died but as eloquent witnesses to America’s history. This is a legacy in 
which we all can take pride.

Thanks to Bill Clendaniel’s vision and leadership, preservation of this 
legacy is now a core part of Mount Auburn’s mission. In fact, Mount Auburn 
has	become	a	nationally	recognized	role	model	in	preservation,	setting	a	
standard for other historic sites, as evidenced by the Cemetery’s receiving 
in	2007	the	Trustees’	Emeritus	Award	for	Excellence	in	the	Stewardship	of	
Historic Sites from the National Trust for Historic Preservation, as well as 
recognition in 2007 from the Watertown Historical Commission and in 
2008 from the Cambridge Historical Commission.

However, the work of stewardship is costly and ongoing, requiring 
talented staff as well as visiting consultants. In honor of Bill’s dedication and 
passion	to	preserve	this	cherished	landscape,	the	Trustees	and	Friends	of	
Mount Auburn Cemetery have established the Preservation Endowment 
Fund. 

Please make a gift to the Preservation Endowment Fund today. 
Your support will both honor Bill Clendaniel and help ensure that future 
generations can experience the Cemetery’s unique collection of architec-
ture, monuments, and archives. And, because Mount Auburn serves as a 
role model to emulate, when you support Mount Auburn you sustain and 
enhance the preservation field itself. *

Remembering	the	Preservation	Endowment	Fund	through	a	charitable	
gift annuity or other planned giving is a wonderful way to support Mount 
Auburn.

For further information or to make a gift please contact:

Priscilla P. Morris, Senior Vice President of Development  
Mount Auburn Cemetery, 580 Mount Auburn Street  
Cambridge, MA 02138, 617-607-1919  
pmorris@mountauburn.org.

* Gifts received to date for the Preservation Endowment Fund total  
over $150,000, (June 30, 2008).
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Friends of Mount Auburn Cemetery
580 Mount Auburn Street
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138-5517

www.mountauburn.org • 617-547-7105

This summer Mount Auburn will offer the public a variety 
of programs that celebrate the art, architecture, horticulture 
and notable people buried at the Cemetery.

A complete listing of upcoming programs can be found at 
our website, www.mountauburn.org. People may also register 
for programs online at the website.

k Discover Mount Auburn—a walking tour

Saturdays, July 5, August 2, and September 6, 2:00 PM

One of the country’s most significant designed landscapes, 
Mount Auburn combines the arts of horticulture, architecture 
and sculpture with the beauty of nature. These introductory 
tours, held on the first Saturday of each month, focus on 
stories about the Cemetery’s history, notable monuments  
and	the	lives	of	those	buried	here.	$5	for	Friends	members;	
$10 for non-members.

k Summer Discovery Hikes— 
parent-child walking tours

Fridays, July 11, 25, and August 15, 1:00 PM

Children	and	their	parents	may	enjoy	these	hour-long	walk-
ing tours to discover the natural and architectural wonders 
of Mount Auburn. The tours explore the Cemetery, looking 
for the sights, sounds and smells of the season. Children of all 
ages are invited to participate. Walks will be stroller-friendly. 
Children should be accompanied by a parent or favorite 
adult.	$5	per	family	for	Friends	members;	$10	per	family	for	
non-members.

k Cambridge Discovery Days 2008—walking tours 

Saturdays, August 9 and 16, 4:00 PM

Mount Auburn will celebrate this year’s Cambridge Discovery 
Days	theme,	“From	Settlement	to	Revolution,”	with	the	 
following two programs:

“The Natural Beauties of Sweet Auburn” 

Saturday, August 9, 4:00 PM

Mount Auburn Cemetery has long been renowned as a 
place	of	great	beauty.	Even	before	the	Cemetery’s	found-
ing, this land, then known to locals as “Sweet Auburn,” 
was celebrated for its natural features—hills, dells, ponds, 
and woods. This tour will highlight these features, espe-
cially those that existed prior to the Cemetery’s founding 
in	1831.	FREE.

“Memories of Revolutionary Cambridge at Mount 
Auburn”

Saturday, August 16, 4:00 PM

This walk through Mount Auburn Cemetery spotlights 
Revolution-era Cambridge. Participants will visit the 
monuments of those with direct ties to the Revolution as 
well as the graves the 19th-century authors and historians 
who	interpreted	these	remarkable	events.	FREE.

A complete listing of the free talks, walks and programs  
taking place throughout Cambridge to celebrate Cambridge 
Discovery Days can be found at: http://www.cambridgema.
gov/~Historic/walks.html.

Upcoming Events
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Mount Auburn Street gate with spring blossoms, May 2008


