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In 1831, Mount Auburn’s visionary founders set out to design a 
cemetery that would also serve as a place of beauty and inspiration for 
the living. Our National Historic Landmark status recognizes Mount 
Auburn for its significance as the first large-scale designed landscape 
open to the public in North America, and for its influence on the rural 
cemetery and public parks movements and on the field of landscape 
architecture. In this issue of Sweet Auburn, we focus on the less 
widely recognized role of Mount Auburn as an environmental leader 
and innovator.

We were fortunate to have Aaron Sachs, associate professor of history 
and American studies at Cornell University, as the keynote speaker 
for our Council of Visitors meeting in September 2013, soon after the 
publication of his book Arcadian America: The Death and Life of  
an Environmental Tradition. Aaron’s message—that Mount Auburn  
is “deeply significant as an environmental institution”—so inspired us  
that we invited him to write the lead article (pages 2–5) for this issue  
of Sweet Auburn. 

Over the 183 years since our founding, much has changed and much will continue to change, but Mount Auburn remains a tranquil place 
of beauty and inspiration and a place that connects people to nature. One of the most natural and inspiring areas is Consecration Dell, 
which we have been working to restore as a woodland over the past two decades (see pages 8-9). When Supreme Court Justice (and Mount 
Auburn’s first president) Joseph Story spoke at the Cemetery’s consecration ceremony in September of 1831, he described the location for this 
new “rural cemetery” using words such as “sheltered valley… silent grove… lofty oak… rustling pine… and the wildflower creeping along 
the narrow path.” It has been extremely gratifying to return this area to the woodland appearance described by Joseph Story.

The Dell is just one example of our innovative efforts to utilize sustainable landscape practices and to enhance the value of the Cemetery as  
a wildlife habitat. Another recent project was the installation of a wildflower meadow around Washington Tower in 2007 (see photos at  
bottom of this page). The meadow replaces a mowed lawn and thus reduces maintenance costs while also achieving our goals of preserving 
the historic character of the landscape and improving habitat for many species of grassland birds, butterflies, insects, and small mammals. 

Landscape improvements have also been made in and around our ponds in recent years, with the goals of enhancing the historic character 
of each area, improving the health and water quality of each pond, and boosting the wildlife habitat value. The photo essay on pages 10-11 
shows the work that was done in 2004–2005 to establish a butterfly garden and an emergent zone wetland habitat at Willow Pond, with 
funding from the Ruggiero Memorial Trust. 

The Cemetery’s use of environmentally sensitive landscape maintenance practices goes well beyond the ponds, meadows, and woodlands. 
Candace Currie summarizes our recycling and re-use procedures (pages 12–13), which have become a model for other organizations such as 
The Trustees of Reservations and the National Park Service (page 16). And finally, Mount Auburn is responding to the growing interest in 
natural burials by providing this option in appropriate locations, as described by Bree Harvey (pages 6-7). We look forward to sharing ideas 
with colleagues, visitors and clients and continuing our environmental leadership for at least another 183 years. 

I hope you enjoy this issue of Sweet Auburn. 

David P. Barnett 

President’s Corner
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Above: Dave Barnett, at left,  
discussing refinements to the 
wildflower meadow at Washington  
Tower with staff members Paul 
Walker and Dennis Collins and 
consultant Nick Novick.
Left: Meadow just after planting  
in 2007. Right: Wildflower 
Meadow in September.
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By Aaron Sachs

Most often we think of cemeteries as important 
cultural institutions where we preserve memories  
of our loved ones, where we show our com-

mitment not to forget. Places like Mount Auburn capture 
a sense of dedication and seriousness, suggesting that there 
are still some checks against American superficiality.

But Mount Auburn is also deeply significant as an 
environmental institution. Of course, for certain kinds of 
people—horticulturists, landscape architects, and birders, 
for instance— Mount Auburn has always had an obvious 
appeal. But most Americans, broadly speaking, are actually 
not Landscape enthusiasts; what we tend to like is Wilderness.  
When we enter the environmental mode, we think of 
mountains, cliffs, waterfalls, and Sierra Club calendars. Our 
visual imagination probably takes us out West, to the Grand 
Canyon, Yellowstone, and Yosemite. We think of America’s 
Best Idea, as Ken Burns called it in his recent PBS docu-
mentary about our national parks. If you care about the  
environment, you care about preserving its wildest aspects— 
and you don’t necessarily spend much time thinking about 
the natural world as it exists in cities, or as it has been 
shaped by designers. 

For 150 years, since Congress granted Yosemite Valley 
to California as a new kind of park, “for public use, resort, 
and recreation,” the national parks have been our iconic 
environments, the kinds of places we are meant to value—
and consequently they have had a huge impact on the way 
we conceive of environmental politics. They are without 
question stunningly beautiful places, but they are also places 
of denial—places far removed from our daily lives and 
patterns of consumption and pollution. They are places we 
visit, temporarily, on vacation, places outside history and 
even culture, timeless places that supposedly have never 
changed and should never change. In a way, they tell us that 
everything will be okay—that we can keep living the way 
we’ve been living. Just make sure to guard the gems.  

But environmental thought and environmental politics 
were very different three decades before the Civil War, when  
Mount Auburn was founded. This older landscape tradition 
may have been eclipsed in our culture by the wilderness 
tradition, but I think it represents values that could be ex-
tremely useful to us today in rethinking our environmental 
problems. Antebellum landscapes emphasized not seperateness  
and sublime uplift, breathtaking beauty and timelessness—
but rather values like commonality; limitation; adaptation; 
integration; and our inevitable anchoring in history, in 

Better than Yosemite?
Mount Auburn from the Perspective of Environmental History
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constant change, in the realities of life and death. When 
Mount Auburn was established in 1831 by the brand new 
Massachusetts Horticultural Society, it served as an invitation  
to Bostonians to ponder their connectedness to each other 
and to the soil, to slow down and pause, to remember the 
significance of cycles in an age of linear Progress and what 
was often referred to at the time as “go-aheadism.”  

The cemetery’s opening ceremony took place in late 
September, at Consecration Dell. A crowd of 2,000 people 
met the speaker, Justice Joseph Story of the U.S. Supreme 
Court, with perfect silence. Story explained that the new 
cemetery was intended as a “place of repose” as much for the  
living as for the people being buried, a space removed from 
the pressures of a burgeoning industrial city but accessible 
enough that ordinary citizens could incorporate it into their  
routines. And the leaders of the Massachusetts Horticultural 
Society also made it known that Mount Auburn was to be 
a working landscape, a purposeful blending of the natural  
and artificial, designed to have experimental vegetable 
gardens adjacent to the gravesites. This was a place where 
human beings had created a landscape meant to inscribe 
and enshrine the mutual dependence of nature and culture. 

Mount Auburn came of age at a time when many Americans  
could embrace the complexity of betweenness and balance, 
of the picturesque. Today, we are so conditioned to respond 
to wild sublimity that the very word “picturesque” seems 
sentimental. But in the antebellum period it came to rep-
resent the complex flowering of Romanticism, capturing 
nature’s rough borders and irregularities, where earth, air, 

rock, and water came together; where humanity struggled 
to erect solid structures that inevitably became weathered, 
blending back into the environment; where viewers were 
shocked into a sudden apprehension of the sunlight and 
shadows, the exhilaration and dejection, that mark every life.  

And just as important was Mount Auburn’s spirit of limi-
tation. Justice Story could appreciate American expansiveness,  
but he wanted the cemetery to spur some counterbalancing  
“thoughts of admonition”: “the selfishness of avarice will be  
checked,” he hoped, by the great leveling force of mortality; 
“the restlessness of ambition will be rebuked.”  

 As it turned out, American culture was ready for this 
kind of message, and Mount Auburn started a movement. 
“We are a hard, practical people,” asserted the editor of 
the Picturesque Pocket Companion, Mount Auburn’s first 
guidebook, “intensely absorbed in business…, educated 
and impelled in every way to undervalue and lose sight of 
what we might call the graces of civilization.” America was 
industrializing, following the example of Manchester and 
Liverpool; the country could be saved only if it recaptured 
certain environmental values: “Give me the grave-yards 
of the common people, and the poor; the expressions of 
a nature which deems itself unobserved; the… stones and 
sods, and trees, and chequered turf.” This embrace of social 
unity, of a public spirit manifested in environmental terms, 
of the cemetery landscape as a countervailing force against 
a hubristic Progress, was expressed again and again by civic 
leaders in Philadelphia, Baltimore, Brooklyn, Rochester, 
Albany, Pittsburgh, Cincinnati, Providence, Louisville, 

Many 19th Century  
illustrations show visitors  
engaging with Mount 
Auburn’s lush landscape. 
Opposite page: View 
from the Top of Mount 
Auburn, 1846. This page 
clockwise from left: Forest 
Pond, 1846; View from 
Consecration Dell, 1861; 
Bigelow Chapel, 1846.
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Savannah, Charleston, Richmond, Buffalo, Detroit, St. 
Louis, Milwaukee, Atlanta, New Orleans, Memphis, and 
Cleveland—each of which consecrated a non-profit garden 
cemetery between 1836 and 1853.  

In Baltimore, in 1835, the preacher Stephen Duncan 
Walker published a book in which he proposed that his city  
ought to follow “a plan corresponding to that of Mount 
Auburn.” “A public walk,” he explained, “is a common-
wealth, a kind of democracy, where the poor, the rich, the 
mechanic, the merchant and the man of letters, mingle on 
a footing of perfect equality.” And a public walk that was 
also a cemetery represented an ideal place “where the ashes 
of both the illustrious and the humble might peacefully 
repose under the general shade of the fairest productions of 
nature and art.” The ultimate goal was to create a society of 
walkers who would inhabit a middle landscape that balanced  
death and life.  

That’s a powerful environmental ethic, to my mind. I love  
national parks, have spent some wonderful vacations there— 
but vacations are temporary. They’re privileges, luxuries; they  
don’t necessarily speak to the way we live our everyday lives.  
We soak up the beauty and sublimity of the parks and then 
usually we just go back to the rat race and the pollution. 
The experience of a garden-style cemetery is very different. 
And in the antebellum period, the idea was truly to rethink 
the idea of progress and development, to slow things down, 
to keep everyone humble. By the time of the Civil War, 
of course—and perhaps this is perfectly understandable—
Americans needed relief from the shadow of death, so they 
turned away from cemetery landscapes and toward the 
majestic scenery out West, which was seemingly untouched 
by conflict and redolent not of limitation but of expansive-
ness. Today, in the twenty-first century, we’re still living out 
that legacy in a culture of denial, and we do everything we 
can to avoid thinking about our mortality.  

The supporters of Mount Auburn, though, confronted 
the darkness of death and life, and encouraged an ethic of 
care and social connection. Cemeteries are spaces where, 
as the literary critic Robert Harrison has put it, we might 
ultimately discover that “loss is the rock bottom foundation 
of the communal…. To live loss as a matter of fact means 
to live poetically, knowing that we are not the possessors of 
the world we inhabit.”  

The Boston area was living loss in April 2013, in the 
immediate aftermath of the Marathon bombing, and I will 
never forget the day I spent wandering through Cambridge,  
Watertown, Newton, and Belmont right after the second 
bomber was arrested. Everywhere I went, the sense of caring,  
community, humility, and gratitude was palpable. That kind 
of ethic does not by any means guarantee a commitment 
to environmental sustainability—not by a long shot. But 
I think it’s a good start because it signals a certain kind of 
groundedness, an attachment to place, and a recognition 
that we’re all mortal and we’re all in this together. And 

© Lilian Kemp, 1969
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maybe spending more time at places like Mount Auburn 
will help us take the next step and remember that we’re all 
equally dependent on the environment, on clean air, clean 
water, sunlight, the welcoming earth, and the things that 
grow out of that earth.

Aaron Sachs is Associate Professor of History and American Studies,  
Cornell University. He is author of Arcadian America: The 
Death and Life of an Environmental Tradition. Dr. Sachs 
was the Keynote Speaker at Mount Auburn’s 2013 Council of 
Visitors meeting where he examined Mount Auburn from the 
Perspective of Environmental History. He lives in Ithaca, NY, 
with his wife and three children, though this year he is mostly in 
Cambridge, on a fellowship at Harvard University’s Charles Warren  
Center, where the focal theme for the academic year is “The Envi-
ronment and the American Past.” 

Better than Yosemite?

Images of the Cemetery from the early days of photography to the present 
day continue to illustrate visitors exploring, enjoying and taking solace in 
the landscape. Opposite page, top to bottom; Visitors at the Lawn, c.1870s; 
Children Exploring Mount Auburn, 1969 (reprinted with permission 
from Harvard Magazine); Birdwatchers, c.1990. This page: Dave Barnett 
Leads School Group, 1995; Walking Tour of Willow Pond, 2008.
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By Bree D. Harvey, Vice President of Cemetery & Visitor Services

The founding of Mount Auburn in 1831 was in 
part a response to changes in how people thought about 
burial and commemoration, and Cemetery practices have 
continued to respond as ideas about the end of life have 
evolved. Even after nearly two centuries of use as a place 
of burial and remembrance, we are still able to offer our 
clients a wide range of options in choosing beautiful and 
innovative burial space throughout our world-renowned 
horticultural landscape. This April, Mount Auburn added a 
new option: natural or “green” burial graves. 

Interestingly, much of the current conversation about 
natural burials echoes the thoughts of our founders. More 
than 180 years ago, they embraced the idea that “the ele-
ments which have once moved and circulated in living 
frames do not become extinct or useless after death: they 
offer themselves as the materials from which other living 
frames are to be constructed.” They created Mount Auburn 
as “a place to bury and commemorate the dead in sur-
roundings of exceptional natural beauty that provide com-
fort and inspiration to the bereaved and the public.” More 
recently, Mark Harris, natural burial advocate and author 
of the best-selling book Grave Matters: A Journey through the 
Modern Funeral Industry to a Natural Way of Burial, phrased 
this sentiment in simpler terms: “There is something ap-
pealing about returning to the earth as your final act on 
earth, and using your remains to push up a tree.”   

At its core, natural burial simply means burial in a bio-
degradable container—a shroud, a pine box crafted with 
wooden dowels and rope handles, a casket fashioned out of 
willow, or a “pod” made of papier-mâché—without the use 
of a concrete grave liner. The recent public interest in natu-
ral burials is rooted in the modern environmental move-
ment and has in places been used as a means of conserving 
forests, prairies, and other lands threatened by encroaching 
development. In some locations, “green cemeteries” have 
been established as places where only natural burials are 
permitted. While there are groups working to establish a 
green cemetery here in Massachusetts, at present the closest 
“green cemeteries” are in Maine, upstate New York, and 
New Jersey. In response to the desire for natural burial on 
the part of clients in and around Massachusetts, Mount 
Auburn has recently been designated as a “hybrid burial 

ground” by the Green Burial Council. We are proud to be 
the first cemetery in Massachusetts to receive certification 
by the Green Burial Council at any level. 

The incorporation of natural burials into Mount Auburn 
has required a thoughtful approach. Rather than designat-
ing a particular corner of our 175 acres for natural graves, 
we have nestled them into our historic landscape, utilizing 
small pockets of land between historic family lots and in 
spots where trees have been lost to old age and decline. As 
with other burial options at the Cemetery, the type of me-
morialization that accompanies these burials varies with the 
location of the grave. Some natural burial graves allow for 
an individual marker; some may have a shrub or tree with a 
memorial plaque; still others allow for no physical monu-
ment. All graves, however, are carefully mapped and can be 
located now and into the future using GPS coordinates.  

Providing natural burial options is much more than sim-
ply satisfying current client demand or keeping up with the 
most recent trends. Natural burial helps to reconnect us in 
a more meaningful way with the natural cycle of life while 
at the same time ensuring that the Cemetery can sustain 
its founding mission: to bury the dead and preserve this 
beautiful landscape for the comfort of the bereaved and the 
enjoyment of the living now and well into the future.  

Graves in the Garden: 

  Natural Burials at Mount Auburn
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Mount Auburn  
is pleased to continue 
what was started in 1831 – natural burials –  
as Massachusetts’ first Green Burial Council  
certified Hybrid Burial Ground.

Natural burial at Mount Auburn always…
…ensures no outer containers such as concrete grave  

liners, vaults or sectional boxes are used for your grave; this 
requirement will be written into your deed.

Natural burial at Mount Auburn sometimes…
…allows monuments either flush to the ground or above  

ground, or

…allows for no monuments at all;*

…allows for machine-dug or hand-dug graves, and

…allows for extra-deep burials at approximately 6’ – 7’  
or single depth of 3’ – 5’.

*The picturesque character of Mount Auburn is maintained by its use 
of plants and memorials. The uncluttered feeling exhibited through-
out the landscape dictates what type of memorial, if any, may be 
installed at a grave.

Natural burial at Mount Auburn currently…
…has no site dedicated solely to natural burials, or religious 

affiliations, or ethnicity, or for service to country.

…ensures your grave is yours in perpetuity. Remains will not 
be removed to allow for the interment of another.

 

Even before selecting Mount Auburn as a place of 
burial, you have full control over:
· Whether a body is cremated,

· Whether a body is embalmed,

· What type of casket, shroud, or coffin is used, and

· Where a funeral or memorial service, if any, is held.

Rather than being limited to a specific 
area in the landscape, natural burial grave 
spaces are available in locations throughout 
the Cemetery
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Wildlife Habitat Enhancements 
and the Anthony J. & Mildred D. 
Ruggiero Memorial Trust
By David Barnett, President & CEO 

The site of Mount Auburn Cemetery has 
served as a valuable habitat for wildlife since long before 
the institution’s founding in 1831. In the last two decades,  
with the increased awareness of Mount Auburn’s 
ecological uniqueness in the greater Boston area and 
the growing environmental sensitivity throughout 
society, more and 
more attention 
has been directed 
toward managing 
the grounds as a 
natural resource 
and wildlife habitat. 
Plantings have been 
introduced for the 
benefit of migra-
tory and resident 
birds and animals, 
particularly around 
the Cemetery’s 
bodies of water. Our goal has been to provide a wide 
diversity of vegetation offering nesting, protection, and food 
resources, in a manner that fits within our historic landscape 
preservation mission and that will be sustainable long into 
the future. 

Much of this work has been made possible by funding 
from the Anthony J. & Mildred D. Ruggiero Memorial 
Trust, which the Ruggieros established in 1994 to support 
wildlife habitat enhancements and educational programs. 
The couple’s philanthropic involvement at Mount Auburn 

began in 
1993 when 
they provided 
funding for 
the design and 
installation of 
new plantings  
and a pathway 
around Willow 
Pond. As part 
of that project, 
the Ruggiero 
Commemora-
tive Garden 

was created to recognize their generosity. 

Over the last twenty years, Mount Auburn has 
received more than a million dollars from the Ruggiero  
Memorial Trust for wildlife habitat enhancement 
projects. Perhaps the most dramatic has been the 
woodland restoration in Consecration Dell, a beautiful  
area with steep forested slopes and a pool at its center.  
Work to restore the Dell to a more natural state began  

in 1997 with the planting of native species along the banks 
of the vernal pool. In addition to being an historically signif-
icant location, the Dell was (and is) ecologically significant in 
part because of its resident population of spotted salamanders 
(see page 18), one of the few in eastern Massachusetts. Our 

photo by Jim Holman
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goal was to enhance the area aesthetically while also respecting 
the habitat requirements of the salamanders, which breed 
each spring in the vernal pool. The spotted salamander 
population has been carefully monitored each year, and it has 
been gratifying to note its success. 

Since 1997, we have gradually expanded our woodland 
restoration efforts onto the slopes surrounding the vernal 
pool, planting native New England species of trees, shrubs, 
ferns, and other groundcovers. In the past, much of this area 
was dominated by Norway maples, an invasive species that 
had out-competed the native vegetation so that the forest 
floor beneath the tree canopy was largely bare. With each 
phase of the woodland restoration, the first step has been to 
remove the Norway maples and other non-native species, 
such as Japanese yews and Japanese barberries. Over the 
years we have planted many thousands of plants comprising 
over 128 different species-all native to New England. The 
woodland habitat has greatly improved and is certainly at-
tracting birds—especially migrating warblers—and birders. 

Funding from the Ruggiero Memorial Trust has also 
enabled us to establish a wildflower meadow around Wash-
ington Tower (page 1), and to make habitat and landscape 
improvements to our three ponds, including the installation  
of a butterfly garden and a wetland “emergent zone” habitat  
at Willow Pond in 2004–2005 (see photos on next page). A  
hydro-rake was used to remove invasive aquatic weeds and  
accumulated organic debris from the bottom of the pond.  
A shallow underwater shelf was then constructed to provide  
wildlife habitat and also to act as a biofiltration system at 
the point where significant water and sediment flow into 
the pond during major rain events. Wetland plant species 
were then installed by New England Environmentals, Inc., 
a company that continues to help monitor and maintain 
Mount Auburn’s ponds. 

When I first came to Mount Auburn in 1993 as Director  
of Horticulture, I had the pleasure of working directly with  
Mr. and Mrs. Ruggiero on the Willow Pond project and also  
on landscaping their family burial lot nearby on Bigelow 
Avenue. They were remarkable people and, as we look back 
at twenty years of projects made possible by their trust, 
their tremendous impact on Mount Auburn’s landscape is 
clear. These projects have been chronicled with “before and 
after” photographs, and I encourage you to visit Mount 
Auburn’s website to view these photos and more detailed 
stories. With the help of the Ruggiero Memorial Trust, 
we look forward to continuing our efforts to improve the 
beauty and the wildlife habitat value of Mount Auburn’s 
landscape for many years to come.

Slope in Consecration Dell being planted 
in 2003 after removal of Norway maple 
trees (inset). To the right is the same slope 
in May 2012. Photos by David Barnett.
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Anthony and Mildred Ruggiero. Photo by David Barnett
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Above, top: Hydro-rake moving sand in 2004 to create 
shallow wetland habitat and biofiltration zone 

Above, bottom: “Plant blanket” being installed in 2005

Willow Pond
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Above, top: Director of Horticulture Claude Benoit laying 
out planting scheme for butterfly garden in April 2004 

Above, bottom: Group tour through the garden in 2007

Willow Pond

Willow Pond is a significant area within Mount Auburn 
for wildlife, visitors, and clients. Thanks to several wildlife 
enhancement projects, the pond and its surroundings have 
been dramatically improved. Learn more about this and 
other wildlife enhancement projects online:   
mountauburn.org/sweet-auburn-summer-2014
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Throughout Mount Auburn’s 183 years of  
existence, one thing has remained constant: decomposition. 
Every year, tons of plant matter falls upon the cemetery 
grounds and becomes food for organisms large and small. 
With advances in soil science, we now know that there is 
a symbiotic relationship between plant roots and certain 
species of soil bacteria and fungi. More comprehensive soil 
testing has demonstrated improvement in Mount Auburn’s 
soils—improvement that can be tied directly to changes 
in our landscape maintenance habits and procedures. The 
cemetery uses composting and on-site production of useful 
by-products to help improve plant health and to advance 
our goal of zero waste.

Transformation through Decomposition

To begin this transformation, in 2009 Superintendent of 
Grounds Paul Walker created nine concrete bins to organize  
and separate materials for recycling and processing. Materials  
were segregated according to type: leaves, topsoil, undersoil  
from digging graves, wood chips, mulch, wood, brush, 
concrete, and asphalt. Identifying what materials went into 
each bin—and making sure the right stuff went into the 
right bin—also required changing the habits of the hor-
ticulture crew, which in peak season numbers over thirty 
individuals. 

Today, you can tell what season it is merely by inspecting 
the contents of these bins. From November to February, 
the bin with tree prunings fills up, while the others are empty.  
In Mount Auburn’s greenhouses, meanwhile, annuals and 
perennials for spring planting are growing in our own potting  
mix, a by-product of the previous year’s waste-processing. 
In March, some of the garden beds maintained by the 
greenhouse staff are top-dressed with compost, also made 
in the previous year. In order to preserve the diverse microbial  
populations—a key indicator of healthy soil—such beds are 
no longer tilled.

In April, when the seasonal workforce returns, new grass 
seed is started over burials that have occurred since the 
previous fall, using topsoil created with screened fill and 
aged leaves that augment the organic content of the soil. 
Trees and shrubs are dug from the woody plant nursery, 
and compost is added to the transplant locations. Gardens 
are planted in May with perennials and annuals and all are 
mulched-in with a mix of aged leaves and woodchips. 

A bench made from a fallen tree pictured above is an example of the  
Cemetery’s creative re-use of material taken from the grounds.

Sustainable Landscape 
Management at Mount 
Auburn Cemetery
By Candace Currie, Director of Planning & Sustainability
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From mid-May into June, compost creation begins 
with feedstock consisting of landscape waste. The collected 
items are shredded and mixed, and then turned over every 
three days for two to three weeks. The compost mix is 
monitored to maintain steady moisture and a temperature 
of 131F that ensures weed seeds and pathogens are killed. 
Subsequently, the mix is moved to another area to finish 
cooking and then to cool.

Landscape maintenance and composting continues  
throughout July, August, and September. Turf is mulched  
in place in most areas. Grass clippings are collected from a 
small number of sites to pump nitrogen into the compost. 
Waste from small shrub pruning also becomes compost 
feedstock. 

Near the end of October, leaf pickup begins. For more 
than a decade, Mount Auburn has been using mowers fitted 
with mulching (Gator) blades to mulch leaves where they 
fall. Allowing the chopped material to decompose in place 
raises the organic-matter component of the soil and reduces 
the need for synthetic fertilizers. In addition, about 1,200 
cubic yards of leaves are collected in a designated area in 
the recycling yard and turned monthly for a year. Eventually  
the aged leaves are used for mulch, added to topsoil, and 
serve as a carbon feedstock for compost. 

The finished compost made during the summer is screened  
during the fall and then used for top-dressing new graves, 
for fertilizing turf areas, and in potting mixes. A small amount  
of compost is used to brew compost teas, in which a stew 
of compost and water promotes the rapid reproduction of 
beneficial bacteria and fungi. Using compost teas, we can 
deliver these microorganisms to more areas of soil than we 
could reach by broadcasting or spreading solid compost. 

In just two years, Walker managed to change the habits of 
the grounds crew; to create an efficient operating recycling 
yard; to develop recipes for compost and topsoil that are 
suited to Mount Auburn’s landscape; to purchase equipment  
of appropriate scale for Mount Auburn’s manufacturing 
operations; and to eliminate materials costs for topsoil, 
compost, and mulch—an overwhelming success. 

Organic Matter

How has the soil responded? Twenty years ago, Mount 
Auburn’s soil testing was predominantly focused on turf 
conditions and the physical properties of sand, silt, and 
clay components; acidity (pH) was measured, as were the 
proportions of five macronutrients and nine micronutrients 
for growing particular crops or landscape plants. The initial 
2004 testing found an average of 6.1% organic-matter in 
the soil. While this figure fell within the range of 4–10% 
that the state extension office recommends for most plants, 
we felt the organic content could be coaxed higher. For 
example, at Arnold Arboretum, where grass clippings have 
never been collected, organic-matter content ranges be-

tween 10 and 20%. More recent soil testing at Mount Auburn  
has shown a slight improvement in the organic-matter con-
tent, and we expect it to continue an upward trend.

The words of Dr. Jacob Bigelow—medical doctor, botanist,  
and co-founder of Mount Auburn Cemetery—remind us 
that decomposition is an essential part of the great cycle of 
life. “What has once possessed life is most assimilated to the 
living character, and most ready to partake of life again,” 
Bigelow opined in 1831. “The plant which springs from 
the earth, after attaining its growth and perpetuating its 
species, falls to the ground, undergoes decomposition and 
contributes its remains to the nourishment of plants around 
it…Were it not for this law of nature, the soil would soon 
be exhausted, the earth’s surface would become a barren 
waste, and the whole race of organized beings, for want of 
sustenance, would become extinct.”

This aerial view shows a part of the Mount Auburn landscape many 
visitors have never seen. Located next to our greenhouse, our recycling 
center is responsible for processing more than 400 yards of mulch and 
125 yards of loam. Get the full story online: www.mountauburn.org/
sweet-auburn-summer-2014/



14 | Sweet Auburn 

People and Happenings 
Volunteer Profile:  
Thibaut Collin:  
Plant Records Volunteer

By Stephen Jackson,  

Plant Records Manager & Plant Propagator

Thibaut Collin joined Mount 
Auburn’s horticulture volunteer group 
in October of 2013 and has since 
been a great contributor to the team. 
He and his wife recently moved to 
the U.S. from France, where he was 
a nurseryman. Thibaut’s experience 
has allowed him to immediately help 

with horticulture and plant records 
tasks with minimal supervision. He 

nearly single-handedly performed this year’s inventory and 
measuring of the trees on our “Big Trees” and “Unique 
Trees” maps, while at the same time checking and fixing 
tree labels on the grounds. Thibaut has also contributed to 
the woody plant propagation program by collecting and 

sowing tree seed, taking cuttings, and experimenting with 
propagation techniques. Thibaut’s great attitude, work ethic, 
and plant knowledge have immensely helped the plant 
records department this year. 

When asked about his work in France and what led him 
to become a horticulturist, Thibaut responded: “Before I 
moved to the U.S.A. last year, I used to work as a Nurs-
ery and Greenhouse Assistant Manager at Pépinières Rey 
in the Lyon area of France. We were growing diversified 
potted plants like shrubs, conifers, climbers, and roses on 
25 acres and I was particularly in charge of managing their 
health care. Prior to that, I studied horticulture in Angers 
(France) and agronomy in Montpellier (France) where I 
obtained a Master’s Degree in 2007.

“I have always been interested in the sciences and curious 
about plants. I believe horticulture is a good mix between 
physical and intellectual work, for which team spirit is im-
portant, and a fulfilling link to nature and seasons. Everyday 
is a different challenge and you get rewarded when your 
crops look healthy and well-shaped. Volunteering here is  
a great experience: you meet good people and enjoy a 
beautiful working environment.”

Horticulture Internship
We are delighted to 
announce that Jennifer  
Borkowski will be a  
special year-long intern  
in the Horticulture 
Department starting this 
summer. Ms. Borkowski 
graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of 
Agriculture at UMass 
Amherst in May 2014 
with an Associate’s Degree in Arboriculture and is a gradu-
ate of Norfolk County Agricultural High School. She was 
an intern at Arnold Arboretum in 2011 and a gardening 
intern at Mount Auburn during the summer of 2013. 
During her twelve-month stay, Jennifer will work under  
the supervision of the Horticultural Curator and the 
Superintendent of Grounds and gain experience working 
in plant records and mapping, greenhouse propagation, 
nursery, experimental garden, arboriculture, gardening, and 
general grounds maintenance. This internship was gener-
ously funded by two anonymous donors and will help 
with several important horticultural initiatives, such as 
increasing conifer diversification as a response to Hemlock 
woolly adelgid, exploring ecological sustainability in land-
scape operations, wildlife habitat enhancement, historic 
landscape preservation, and plant production. 

Thibaut Collin

James F. Hunnewell, Patricia B. Jacoby, and Sean McDonnell  
(l to r) were appointed to Mount Auburn’s Board of Trustees at the  
Annual Meeting of Proprietors in October. Their collective expertise 
in preservation, education, outreach, and fundraising will greatly 
benefit the Cemetery in the years to come.

Welcome Our New Trustees
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Three generations of Kittie 
Knox’s relatives, the Towle-
Millett family, attended the 
dedication of the monument 
to 19th-century cyclist Kittie 
T. Knox. Cambridge Vice 
Mayor E. Denise Simmons 
presided over the event held 
on Sunday, September 29, 
2013. Kittie Knox is one of 
fifteen individuals profiled in 
Mount Auburn’s new African 
American Heritage Trail. 

Roberto Mighty and IMLS
In August 2013, the Friends was awarded a 
$92,000 grant from the Institute of Museum and Library 
Services (IMLS) for a two-year project to catalog, photo-
graph, and assess the Cemetery’s Significant Monuments 
Collection and fine arts statuary in order to create a baseline  
for preservation. The project also includes research and  
digitization of related archival collections. The final outcome  
will include a workshop for peers, an online exhibition, 
and a short film documenting conservation of one of 
Mount Auburn’s most significant and threatened memorials: 
the Amos Binney Monument sculpted by noted American 
artist Thomas Crawford in 1847. 

As part of the project, Mount Auburn has engaged new 
media artist, filmmaker, photographer, and sound designer 
Roberto Mighty as our first artist-in-residence. Roberto  
is Adjunct Professor at Emerson College’s Department of 
Visual and Media Arts and also an Instructor in the Jour-
nalism Department at Boston University’s College of 
Communication. He was Artist-in-Residence at Harvard 
Forest 2011-12, where he created an immersive multimedia 
exhibit for Harvard’s Fisher Museum entitled “First Con-
tact: Puritans, Native Americans and the Clash Over Land 
in 1630.” In 2013, his exhibits, installations, projects and  
film screenings included “Cloud Lightning” at the National 
Science Foundation in Reston, VA; “Descent” at the Lesley 
University Brattle Gallery in Cambridge, MA; and “Trees of 
My City” at the Scandinavian Cultural Center in Newton,  
MA. All of Roberto’s work reflects themes of nature, history,  
science, spirituality and relationships, making him the perfect  
choice to document the conservation of the Binney monu-
ment, and to create a short film about the project  
and the monument’s history.

As you explore the grounds this summer, perhaps you 
will encounter Roberto while he works on this exciting 
project. You can also track his residency at Mount Auburn 
by reading the “Artitst In Residence Blog” he’ll be keeping 
for the duration of this project: www.mountauburn.org/
ArtistInResidence-RobertoMighty.   

On September 26, 2013, members of Mount Auburn’s Council of 
Visitors attended the second annual full-day meeting at the Cem-
etery. Highlights included a luncheon, break-out sessions, and walk-
ing tours about the many facets of Mount Auburn. A keynote lecture 
examining Mount Auburn from the Perspective of Environmental 
History was delivered by Dr. Aaron Sachs, Associate Professor of 
History and American Studies at Cornell University.
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Sustainable Landscape Workshop

Workshop attendees tour our composting center

On March 30, 2014, Consulting Objects Conservator Barbara 
Mangum and Mount Auburn’s preservation staff led a walking tour 
of Civil War- monuments recently conserved under a 2013 match-
ing grant from the Massachusetts Sesquicentennial Commission of 
the American Civil War.

On August 6, 2013, Mount Auburn hosted 60 
colleagues for a day-long workshop on sustainable landscape  
maintenance practices, co-hosted by the National Park  
Service and The Trustees of Reservations (TTOR). Inspired  
by a tour of Mount Auburn’s sustainable landscape practices 
that she attended during the Council of Visitors meeting the  
previous September, TTOR’s Cindy Brockway approached 
Dave Barnett about hosting a similar training workshop for 
TTOR staff from across the state. Mount Auburn’s hor-
ticulture staff put together a day of field demonstrations, 
presentations and discussions highlighting three areas: (1) 
equipment for increasing operational efficiency and reducing  
use of fossil fuels; (2) organic debris management and 
recycling/composting; and (3) reducing turf maintenance 
requirements through the use of low-maintenance ground-
covers. 

The day was a huge success, thanks to the enthusiasm 
and expertise of Mount Auburn’s staff, and networking and 
sharing of ideas and information between our organizations 
has continued actively since then as we all strive to preserve 
our historic landscapes using the most environmentally 
sensitive maintenance practices available. 

“Dave, the atmosphere that you inspire and the work that 
your staff accomplish at Mount Auburn is outstanding. It 
was so good to hear about the good work that is being done 
by the people doing it! Everyone on your staff is so engaged 
in working toward common goals of property stewardship 
through the use of sustainable practices. What a fantastic 
team!”
—Charlie Pepper Senior Project Manager,  

Preservation Maintenance & Education  
Olmsted Center for Landscape Preservation,  
National Park Service

Conservator Barbara Mangum treated the monument to Henry Todd 
(c. 1837 – 1864), a flag bearer who died in action in the Battle of the 
Wilderness, as part of a special initiative to preserve Mount Auburn’s most 
significant Civil War monuments. 

The Friends of Mount Auburn Cemetery was recently awarded a 2014 matching grant of $7,500 from the Massachusetts 
Sesquicentennial Commission of the American Civil War for a $15,000 project to conserve an additional eleven monuments.  
To help us raise the required match please visit our website at mountauburn.org/give/ and look for the Civil War  
Preservation Grant under Special Projects.

Project Update: Civil War Monument Conservation
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Mikrokopter  
Hexa-XL Flies 
Over Mount  
Auburn
In October 2013, software 
developer Eben Gay flew the 
Mikrokopter Hexa-XL over  
the Sphinx. The hexacopter 
about 30 inches across with a 
camera attached, produced 3- 
dimensional images of our 
iconic sphinx monument. 

Explore more online:

www.mountauburn.org/ 
sweet-auburn-summer-2014/

Mount Auburn Recycles!
During an electronic recycling event for staff and  

local community members we collected:
250 - 300 cubic feet of material, including 

29 PC Towers
 3 iMacs 

11 Laptops 
10 VCR, DVD or CD Players 

17 Flat screen monitors or TVs 
2 iPods 

and a box of Christmas lights. 
Stay tuned for next event!

On the afternoon of Friday, October 18th the International Dendrology 
Society visited Mount Auburn for lunch and a tour of the grounds with 
Dave Barnett, who was leading the group on a ten-day tour of fall foliage 
throughout New England.

Let Them Eat Cake  
(and Talk About Death, Too)
By Stephanie Gillette, External Affairs Coordinator

On a gray Sunday in March, Bigelow Chapel  
opened to reveal a room of tablecloth-draped tables, 
flickering candles, thermoses of 
tea, and a cheery frosted cake 
announcing Mount Auburn’s 1st 
Death Café. Attendees poured 
in, curious and eager to dive into 
conversation. Nearly two hours 
later, everyone emerged a bit 
lighter from their conversations, 
and a crumb fuller from the sweet confection.

The Death Café model, developed by Jon Underwood in 
England (and inspired by Bernard Crettaz), is an opportunity  
for people to come together to drink tea, eat cake, and 
discuss death. It is not a bereavement group or end-of-life 
event; it is a chance to muse openly with others about what 
death means in regards to life.

With those simple rules in place, Mount Auburn invited 
the community in for this important conversation. Thirty- 
five strangers and five facilitators circled the tables around 
the room and quickly leapt into animated discussions of 
loss, philosophical examinations of death, and the pursuit 
to understand the meaning of a good death. No topic was 
taboo or too sensitive to explore.

In teasing out our own relationships with death – anxieties,  
sorrows, hopes, and regrets – a common ground was found. 
Attendees exchanged phone numbers to continue their 

conversations and engage 
in “death circles”; the 
sound of laughter fre-
quently punctuated the 
event and emphasized a 
comfort with the topic. 
When asked about her 
experience at the Death 
Café, Mount Auburn 

Cemetery Volunteer Roberta Messina explained, “I sat with 
people I had never met. In our own way we each expressed 
how precious life is and the importance of living life to the 
fullest, sharing thoughts about loved ones who had died, 
and about the future. By the end of my first Death Café 
I had been inspired by others in ways I had not expected, 
grateful for each person and the whole experience.”

“Comforting,” “inspiring,” and “interesting” were the 
three words used most frequently to describe Mount Auburn’s  
Death Café, among those in attendance. We hope you’ll 
join us at a future Death Café to share your perspective on 
this intriguing, universal topic.
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On April 9th I got an email from the Cemetery. 
“It’s the first warm rainy day of spring. The spotted salamanders  
in our vernal pool might have their Big Night tonight. 
Come at 7:30 and we’ll go see.”

So they have a Big Night?? Get down and party, do they? 
Well, yes. The salamanders hibernate in protected places near  
the pool. On the first warm, wet spring night, they emerge 
and head toward it. Males and females cavort together in the  
water, and a few days later, gelatinous masses of eggs result.

A little crowd of salamander hunters was gathered at the 
Cemetery’s front gate in the dusk. By that time it had not 
been raining for quite a few hours, and I was worried that 
the salamanders would not find the weather to their liking. 
I liked it though—warmish and humid after a long, cold, 
windy winter. I took some pictures of the bare trees against 
the sky, which was gray and overcast. We made our way to 
Consecration Dell and the vernal pool in the bottom of it. 
We were met by Joe Martinez, a herpetologist who studies  
the Cemetery’s amphibians and reptiles. Joe had some nets 
and plastic tubs. 

The pool still had a pancake of ice in the middle, though 
the margins were clear. As darkness gathered, we went 
slowly around it, shining our flashlights into the water 
to see if we could find salamanders. I loved being in the 
dark, moist air. I began to hear the deafening high-pitched 
chirpings of spring peepers, tiny one-inch long frogs.

“Look! Here’s one!” I heard from the other side of the 
pool. I hurried over. Not a salamander, but a spring peeper. 
Flashlights shone on the leaves. For the life of me I couldn’t 
see anything. “No—right THERE!” Oh! My goodness, 
he looks just like a leaf. He sat in our lights, frozen. I took 

some pictures. We began to hear them all over. Their chirps 
are astoundingly loud, especially when you see how tiny 
they are. 

CHIRP CHIRP CHIRP CHIRP

Joe called, “I got a toad!” We gathered around him to see. 
Several years ago he released some American Toad tadpoles 
in the pool, and he has been monitoring their progress, in-
viting visitors to report sightings, which he marks on a map 
of the Cemetery. The map shows how their population has 
increased and is moving through their new home.

But where are the spotted salamanders?

I set off again round the pool with my flashlight illumi-
nating the now-dark path and the shallow water. As I come 
round to the beginning again, there’s a commotion. “Got 
one! Got one! I’ll put him in the tub!”

Yes indeed, there in the bottom of the tub is a handsome 
salamander, black with yellow spots. We watch him and, 
possibly, he watches us. I love the salamander’s big eyes, an 
inscrutable matte black.

We admire him for a while and then most of us head 
back to the front gate. Today I learned that Joe had located 
several more spotteds after we left.

But still not the really BIG NIGHT. Perhaps not wet 
enough. It is supposed to rain in the evening later this 
week. Maybe we will go out again. I hope so. 

Hilary Hopkins, of Cambridge, is a long-time volunteer at Mount 
Auburn Cemetery, where she works in the monument inscription 
program. She is a traveler, naturalist and writer and maintains a 
website, www.hilarysplaces.com. 

“So many great dramas of the natural world take place right around us, but are hidden in plain view.  
Here’s reality, not virtual but REAL. But you gotta look or you won’t see. Left to right: American Toad, 
spotted salamander, spring peeper.

Seeking Spotted Salamanders
by Hilary Hopkins, Mount Auburn Inscription Volunteer
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In April 2000, Caroline Loughlin had an initial  
interview about volunteering at Mount Auburn. When 
asked when she would like to start, Caroline replied 
without missing a beat, “How about right now?” That day 
began the long and tremendously rewarding association 
between Caroline and the Cemetery.

Caroline’s career had been distinguished by an abiding 
interest in and commitment to history, preservation, and 
landscape design. Among her many contributions to the 
field, Caroline was nationally recognized for her active 
stewardship of the legacy of landscape designer Frederick 
Law Olmsted, including editing and contributing to the 
Papers of Frederick Law Olmsted; The Master List of Design 
Projects of the Olmsted Firm 1857 – 1979; and the Olmsted 
Research Guide Online.

Caroline was naturally drawn to Mount Auburn and 
to the preservation of the archival records that illuminate 
its rich history and landscape. For 13 dedicated years, she 
volunteered one day a week in the Historical Collections 
Department. Much of her work entailed responding to 
genealogical research requests, which was gratifying to her 
personally and to the countless families whom she helped. 
Caroline indexed, and also read, all of the annual reports, 
trustee minutes, newsletters, and historic volumes of cor-
respondence dating back to the Cemetery’s founding. She 
catalogued every book for the Cemetery’s library and read 
much of what she catalogued. She donated many books 
to the library and participated in the Friends of Mount 
Auburn book club, always wearing her “book” sweater on 
book club days. Staff came to rely on Caroline’s remarkably  
sharp editorial skills and insightful, practical advice on all 
kinds of Cemetery projects. They also delighted in the 

cartoons she shared 
each week, clipped 
from the newspapers 
she read daily, and her 
famous lace cookies, 
which she frequently 
brought to meetings.

Caroline was  
passionate about the 
preservation of the archival records that illuminate Mount 
Auburn’s history and landscape. She actively supported  
efforts to preserve and make Mount Auburn’s primary  
documents available to the staff and public in order to 
deepen our understanding of the historical meaning and 
context of the Cemetery. Over the years, Caroline made 
generous annual contributions that resulted in the renova-
tion of two vaults for storage of historic records; the digital 
capture of 65 volumes of historic Cemetery correspondence  
and countless founding documents; and the processing and 
preservation of individual lot files containing fragile work 
orders, monument blueprints, historic photographs, planting  
plans, and family correspondence.

Additionally, Caroline made capital gifts for the new 
greenhouse and the new entrance to Story Chapel. She was 
appointed a Trustee of the Friends of Mount Auburn in 
2006 and became a Trustee of Mount Auburn Cemetery in 
2010. She also served as Co-Chair of the Cemetery’s 175th 
Anniversary Committee. Two new projects also captured her  
interest: a forthcoming book on Mount Auburn’s designed 
landscape and a general interest book on the history and 
people of the Cemetery.

Despite her decline in health in summer 2013, Caroline 
faithfully continued to volunteer at the Cemetery until just 
before her death. In the fall, friends and colleagues gathered  
for a memorial service for Caroline at Mount Auburn where  
her enduring contributions and heartfelt associations are 
deeply felt and will be cherished forever.

Remembering
Caroline Loughlin
by Meg Winslow, Curator of Historical Collections; Jane Carroll, Vice President of Development,  
and Melissa Banta, Horticultural Collections Consultant
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Did you know...?
The Cemetery’s Historical Collections preserves records 
including correspondence and reports that reflect an ongoing 
commitment to conserving this very special place.

Top to bottom: Committee Report, 1834; Act 
of Incorporation, 1835; Letter to Joseph Story 
from Jacob Bigelow, 1841; 1942, Letter from 

Oakes Ames to Lot proprietor, 1942.



Did you know...?
When a group of leading Bostonians from the newly  
organized Massachusetts Horticultural Society founded Mount Auburn  
in 1831, their bold vision led to the creation of the first large-scale designed  
landscape open to the public in North America and inspired the public  
parks movement. With the help of today’s leadership donors, we are 
continuing that legacy of innovation as a National Historic Landmark, an 
accredited arboretum, a Massachusetts Important Bird Area, a community 
resource for walking and reflection, an outdoor classroom, and a sacred site. 

Since 2011, donors who make a leadership gift of $1,000 or more to 
Mount Auburn are invited to be members of the 1831 Society, our most 
generous donor giving group. The 1831 Society now has over 85 members, 
who, in recognition of their significant impact, enjoy special programs, ac-
cess to Mount Auburn’s expert staff, and project updates. In fall 2012, 1831 
Society members celebrated the restoration of the Shaw Family Monument— 
featuring a plaque commemorating Civil War hero Colonel Robert Gould 
Shaw, leader of the Massachusetts 54th Regiment—at a monument dedication  
by Governor Deval Patrick. A generous gift from an 1831 member and 
family descendant enabled Mount Auburn to conserve the grand monument,  
replace the iron fence surrounding the lot, and rejuvenate the horticulture, 
preserving this historic lot for the future. Last spring, society members 
attended a private tour at the Walter Hunnewell Estate and Pinetum in 
Wellesley, MA. This property, built by prominent horticulturalist Horatio 
Hollis Hunnewell and now home to 1831 Society member Luisa Hunnewell,  
includes a grand 1852 house and attached conservatory, and one of the first  
topiary gardens in America. On June 5, 2014, 1831 Society members enjoyed  
a garden tour and reception with Mount Auburn’s former Director of 
Horticulture Claude Benoit at Mole Hill, in Westford, MA, the home of 
Alan Emmet, landscape historian and author of So Fine A Prospect: Historic 
New England Gardens. 

It is our pleasure to recognize 1831 Society members, whose generosity and  
stewardship make it possible for us to expand and care for our horticultural  
collections, to present engaging public programs, to undertake special 
conservation projects, and to maintain our profile as a nationally-renowned 
landscape and cultural institution on into the future.

To learn more about Mount Auburn’s 1831 Society, please contact Jane 
Carroll, Vice President of Development at jcarroll@mountauburn.org or 
617-607-1919. 

The 1831 Society
By Jenny Gilbert, Senior Gifts Officer
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Top to Bottom: Dave Barnett and 
Luisa Hunnewell at the 1831 So-
ciety Reception in 2013. Members 
of the Historic 54th Massachusetts 
Volunteer Regiment, Company 
A at the dedication of the Robert 
Gould Shaw Family Monument 
for the 1831 Society Event in 
2012. Guests gather at Bigelow 
Chapel for the 1831 Society 
Event celebrating Mount Auburn’s 
180th anniversary in 2011.
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Friends of Mount Auburn Cemetery
580 Mount Auburn Street
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138-5517

www.mountauburn.org • 617-547-7105
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Upcoming Events 
Here is a sampling from the exciting schedule of upcoming  
programs. Visit us online today to register for any of these programs  
or to get a complete list of other events on our calendar.

k Organic Gardening 
Saturday, August 9, 10 AM

Observe our green methods of organic gardening at the 
Greenhouse while touring a variety of annual and perennial 
plantings with Greenhouse Horticulturist and Plant Health 
Care Specialist Kelley Sullivan.  
$7 members/ $12 non-members

k Ornamental Grasses  
Wednesday, September 3, 5:30 PM

Ornamental grasses can be a great, sustainable addition to your 
home garden. Join Steve Jackson, Plant Records Manager, for 
a walking tour of ornamental grasses on the grounds. Meet at 
the Flagpole at Meadow Road. 
$7 members/ $12 non-members

k Author Talk: Caitlin Doughty  
Thursday, September 25, 6 PM

Join us for an evening with Caitlin Doughty, founder of the 
website Order of the Good Death and the popular Ask a Mor-
tician web series, as she promotes her forthcoming book, Smoke 
Gets in Your Eyes: And Other Lessons from the Crematory. 
Free

k The Widows’ Handbook Reading 
Sunday, September 28, 3 PM

Join us in Story Chapel as contributors to The Widows’ Handbook:  
Poetic Reflections on Grief and Survival will read passages from 
the first-ever anthology of poems by contemporary widows. 
More info can be found at: 
www.mountauburn.org/2014/the-widows-handbook-reading/ 
Free

Announcing New Family-Friendly 
Activity Guides 

Mount Auburn is a great place to explore with kids of all 
ages. There is so much to see: our beautiful plants and trees, 
our resident wildlife, and different styles of monuments. 
To help local families better explore the Cemetery and to 
deepen their bond 
with this special 
place, the Friends 
of Mount Auburn 
is pleased to an-
nounce the creation 
of four seasonal 
activity guides 
geared for children 
ages 2 to 6. Copies 
of the seasonal activity guides will be available for free at our 
Egyptian Revival Gatehouse and can also be downloaded 
from our website. Come explore Mount Auburn with our 
Summer guide now and be on the lookout for the other  
seasonal activities soon. Special Thanks to the Watertown 
Community Foundation, and the Eastern Bank Charitable 
Foundation for supporting the creation of these seasonal 
activities and artist and naturalist Clare Walker Leslie for  
allowing the use of her illustrations in the guides.   


