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President’s Corner
Mount Auburn is truly a special place. As we approach 
the 180th anniversary of our founding this September, 
we can reflect on our status as a National Historic 
Landmark with so many wonderful stories connecting 
us to our past. Our place in history, as the nation’s 
first large-scale designed landscape open to the public 
and the catalyst for the rural cemetery movement and 
the public parks movement, is secured. At the same 
time, we remain an active cemetery by still creating new 
interment space and serving families at a time of need. 
We are also a vibrant community resource providing visitor services; educational programs; 
and a spectacular landscape of beauty, tranquility, and inspiration – just as our founders 
envisioned.

The “pathways of connections” theme of this issue of Sweet Auburn has given us an 
opportunity to explore the many facets of Mount Auburn and how they are all intercon-
nected to each other and to the external world around us. I hope you enjoy the feature 
article –a team effort by our staff– that begins on the next page. Immediately following 
that article is the premiere of “Eternally Green: Sustaining Mount Auburn & the World 
around Us,” a new, recurring column based on the internal newsletter that is written and 
produced by our Green Team (see page 16 for more information on the Green Team). The 
debut article by Greenhouse Technician Kelley A. Sullivan explores the transition of our 
greenhouses and cut-flower gardens from conventional techniques to more organic methods. 
We look forward to using this forum to share more about the many ways we are using 
environmentally sensitive and sustainable practices to maintain both the natural and built 
landscape of Mount Auburn.

We continue to expand our educational programs, offering topics of interest to our Friends 
members and the broader community. We are particularly pleased to be working with David 
Russo, along with the the Historical Society of Watertown and the Watertown Historical 
Commission, to host a series of lectures and tours this spring and summer celebrating the rich 
history of Watertown and its connections to Mount Auburn. And as we prepare with other 
local institutions to celebrate Charles Sumner’s bicentennial, Vice President of External 
Affairs Bree D. Harvey delves into the many sides of Charles Sumner (Lot 2447, Arethusa 
Path), exploring his varied connections throughout the Boston area that relate to both his 
passion for civil rights and his passion for the arts (page 14). Finally, our revamped “Inter-
ments of Note” section on page 18 connects us back to the remarkable legacies of those 
interred here who are now forever part of the history and the landscape that indelibly link 
Cambridge and Watertown, and the eternal community that is Mount Auburn Cemetery. 

Now that spring is finally here, I hope you will visit Mount Auburn frequently to observe 
the migrating birds, enjoy the colorful blooms, learn about our history, or visit your loved 
ones. Our dedicated staff and volunteers stand ready to greet and serve you. We love to stay 
“connected.”

David P. Barnett, President
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The Friends of Mount Auburn Cemetery was established in 
1986 to assist in the conservation of the Cemetery’s natural 
beauty and to promote the appreciation of its cultural, historic, 
and natural resources. Organized in 1990 as a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit charitable trust, the Friends seeks financial support 
from its members, other individuals, foundations, corporations, 
and public agencies. It receives gifts for educational and inter-
pretive programs and materials for the public, specific cultural 
projects, and operating support for horticultural rejuvenation 
and the preservation of the historic monuments, structures, 
and archival artifacts and records. The Friends has over 1,300 
active members.
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Dave Barnett                      

As a correction of the Trustee announcement on page 15 in the Fall 2010 issue of Sweet Auburn, Caroline 
Loughlin was chair of the entire 175th Anniversary Celebration, which included the gala, lecture series, and several 
other activities, while Caroline Mortimer co-chaired the gala with Widgie Aldrich.
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It is difficult to express how each facet of Mount Auburn– 
whether related to our horticulture, history, educational 
resources, preservation efforts, or ongoing cemetery services– 
serves to connect us to the surrounding community and  
links together our past, present, and future. I like to think  
of these connections as intersecting pathways that change,  
grow, and evolve just as those in our physical landscape have.  
They keep us rooted to our historic consecration in 1831  
as we continue to uphold the intentions of Mount Auburn’s 

founders by maintaining this sacred space for the dead and 
tranquil haven for the living, a place of both natural and 
man-made beauty. Watching children enthusiastically discover 
nature in our midst during one of our educational programs 
anchors us to the present and extends far into the future as 
we nurture a new generation of stewards of this landscape. 
Other connections allow us to learn more about those interred 
here, their families, and their legacies of which we are now part. 

Written by various members of Mount Auburn’s staff with an Introduction and Conclusion by David P. Barnett, President  
Edited by Lauren Marsh, Communications, Grants & Events Coordinator

Connecting our
   Past, Present, and Future…
Connecting our
   Past, Present, and Future…

During a recent program entitled “Perpetual Care: Records of Enduring Value,” Curator  

of Historical Collections Meg L. Winslow displayed some historic correspondence  

between Jacob Bigelow and General H.A.S. Dearborn, two of Mount Auburn’s  

founders, which included the letters they wrote back and forth as they were christening the many 

paths of the new Cemetery with names like Azalea, Indian Ridge, and Hibiscus. Just then they 

were forming this unique landscape into what they had dreamed it would be, creating a  

permanent green space to span centuries as a place of solace, beauty, and innovation. 

photo by george mclean
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Our archival collections function as an overarching connective tissue,  
blanketing each unique aspect of the Cemetery and giving us insight 
into our past that helps us understand our present and make decisions 
for our future. While our Historical Collections represent a unique 
reference source for the public, this connection is a two-way avenue 
because our patrons and clients also share precious family items with  
us that provide a greater understanding of the lives and legacies of 
those interred here. 

Historical Collections: Connecting Legacies
By Lauren Marsh, Communications Grants & Events Coordinator 
and Meg L. Winslow, Curator of Historical Collections

Mount Auburn’s Historical Collections department is a 
community resource where present generations can come to 
learn about their family roots through genealogical research, 
whether they are simply looking up family information in 
lot records or uncovering recently documented inscriptions 

recorded during our annual 
Monument Inscription Workshop. 
This relationship works both 
ways, and people frequently 
share cherished objects and 
images with our archives that 
allow us to reflect on the past 
and understand our place in the 
lives of those interred here. (See 
page 13 for more information on our 
Historical Collections Department.)

As an example, during a 
Friends of Mount Auburn event 
for Charter Members held in 
October 2010, Jeannette John 
of Watertown, a retired U.S. 
diplomat, was having a conver-
sation with Meg Winslow about 
her family connections to the 
Cemetery. When Meg asked if 
there were any photographs of 
the family at Mount Auburn, 
Ms. John later brought in some 
pictures of her family spanning 
decades of visits here. Both her 
grandmother, Markrid Apamian 
Magarian (d. 12/13/1952), and 
her mother, Angele Magarian 
(d. 10/26/1987), are interred in 
the family lot on Poppy Path. 
Originally, Markrid was buried 
in a lot on Sycamore Ave with 
only two spaces, but years later 
the family purchased a new lot 

with additional space and relocated her there. 

Ms. John’s family originated in Armenia, the first Christian  
country (301 A.D.). Both Markrid and Angele were survivors 
of the Armenian genocide in 1915 by the Ottoman Turks 
and in 1922 by the Young Turks. In 1915, they escaped 
Bandirma, Turkey, by train to Konya where they walked for  
days in the Syrian Desert and ended up in a Druze Village 
two hours from the center of Damascus, Syria. The Druze 
were neither Muslims nor Christians, but practiced an 
esoteric religion. Her grandmother, mother, and her two 
aunts were taken in by this village and lived among them 
for three years in a mud hut shared with two other Armenian 
refugee families. They returned to Bandirma in 1918. They 
escaped again in 1922 just before the second genocide 
when the Young Turks were fast approaching the town. 
Markrid’s cousin rented a French ship, taking their family, 
along with other inhabitants of the town, to Istanbul. 

The family eventually emigrated to the U.S. where they 
settled in the South End of Boston. Ms. John, urged by her 
mother and sister, pursued a career in the U.S. Foreign 
Service. It was an opportunity to travel, and her first assign-
ment took her to Jordan for two years where she was taken 
under the wing of the small Armenian community there— 
an experience that she will always treasure.

Visiting Mount Auburn over the decades has become a 
ritual in her family since her grandmother’s death in 1952. 
“My mother had visited many cemeteries around Boston 
by the time my grandmother died,” says Ms. John, “and she 
was always set on the fact that she wanted her to be at Mount 
Auburn because it was the best.” The family visits frequently, 
especially the day after each of the five main Armenian 
holidays. The pictures she has shared with Historical Col-
lections chronicle some of these visits, which extended 
to her nephews and now her grandnephews. “When other 
members of my family visit, they all marvel at how beautiful 
Mount Auburn is.”

Ms. John’s amazing family story not only helps us to un-
derstand and appreciate their special connection to us, but 
also the similar stories of the many other Armenian families 
now buried at Mount Auburn who emigrated to Watertown  
from Armenia in the early 20th century. We welcome more 
materials from the families of those interred here. 

If you have anything of significance to share with  
Historical Collections, please contact Meg Winslow  
at mwinslow@mountauburn.org. 

The preserved maps and materials archived in Historical Collections 
help us to understand the history of our use of water. This land has 
been part of the aquifer beneath it since before it was a Cemetery, 
and as we look toward the future sustainability and enhancement 
of this landscape and its many resources, we will continue to make 
thoughtful choices that serve to benefit both Mount Auburn and 
the surrounding community. 

Connectng our Past, Present, and Future…

Top: Angele Magarian, taken at 
Mount Auburn’s Egyptian Revival 
Gateway on Easter, April 5, 1953.

Above: Jeannette John (third from 
left) with (l-r) her older sister, Mrs. 
Marguerite Daniell and nephews 
Dana and Stephen Daniell, taken 
in 1967 during Easter at the original 
family lot on Sycamore Ave.



Spring/Summer 2011 | 3

Planning and Sustainability:  
Connecting Resources
By Candace Currie, Director of Planning & Sustainability

“The water courses in Mount Auburn consisted, originally, 
of a series of small ponds, apparently stagnant, but com-
municating with each other by filtration through the 
sand or gravel.” —Jacob Bigelow, 18611

In 1861, Jacob Bigelow was talking about an aquifer (an 
underground layer of permeable glacial deposits). The term 
“aquifer” wasn’t coined until circa 1900, but Mount Auburn 
was then, and continues to be today, part of a landmass 
bridge over a section of an aquifer that extends from north 
of Fresh Pond in Cambridge beneath Mount Auburn to 
the Charles River to North Brighton and beyond.2 Today, 
Mount Auburn taps into the aquifer from April to November 
for its irrigation needs with a 53’ well near the north basin 
of Auburn Lake. In total, only about 25% of the landscape 
is irrigated while the remaining 75% is dependent upon 
Mother Nature.

These comparative images of an 1831 map prepared by 
Alexander Wadsworth (see portrait on page 13) with the  
water bodies emphasized in light blue and a current map  
of the Cemetery with today’s highlighted water bodies  
demonstrates the magnitude of surficial water changes 
made in the landscape since Mount Auburn was founded. 
These water bodies are now closely regulated by the 
Watertown Conservation Commission, but in the 1800s 
changes to the landscape reducing the amount of seem-
ingly stagnant water where mosquitoes bred, allowing for the 
creation of additional cemetery lots, were not regulated at all. 
Today Mount Auburn improves all habitats by enhancing 
the natural landscape around ponds and the vernal pool at 
Consecration Dell, creating lush gardens like the Wildflower 
Meadow around Washington Tower, and maintaining 
healthy water quality with enough oxygen to support fish 
in the ponds - especially during times of drought. 

Since Mount Auburn was established not only as a rural 
cemetery but as a horticultural institution, watering plants, 
supplying water to the ponds, and dealing with droughts 
have been constant issues. Consultants have advised Mount 
Auburn on water issues and use ever since 1860. Most 
recently in 2002, Emery Garrett Groundwater, Inc. (EGGI) 
submitted a Water Conservation and Drought Management 
Plan to the state Department of Environmental Protection 
(DEP) regarding Mount Auburn’s use of water from the 
aquifer. The aquifer doesn’t belong to Mount Auburn; it is a 
state resource. Mount Auburn borrows from it, and repays 
its debt almost 12 times over. In fact, EGGI calculated 
aquifer recharge of approximately 92 million gallons per 
year based on the permeable surface throughout the 178 acres. 
Based on Mount Auburn’s actual yearly metered reports, 
less than 8.3 million gallons per year over each of the last 
seven years has been used. The DEP no longer requires 

Mount Auburn hold a permit for using water from the 
aquifer because of this prudent use.

Additionally, Mount Auburn has been capturing water 
that falls on the impermeable surfaces. This collected water 
is used at outside gardens. Inside the greenhouses, municipal 
water (supplied by the Massachusetts Water Resources Au-
thority) that travels all the way from the Quabbin Reservoir 
is used for irrigating the floral crops. Unfortunately, Mount 
Auburn’s well water pumped from the aquifer is not available 
in the winter when it is most needed in the greenhouse 
due to the freezing temperatures that would cause breaks in 
the more than 100-year-old, underground water system. 

Mount Auburn’s future use of 
this very precious resource will 

become much more sustainable. To ensure that potable water 
is not used for irrigation, our plans for new greenhouses 
will include a 30,000 gallon, below-ground cistern for 
storing rainwater collected from the roofs. Not only is rain-
water better for the plants, but this change ensures potable 
water is used for its intended purpose—drinking. Mount 
Auburn is making a bolder commitment to all sustainable 
practices, but our prudent use of water is imperative. Whether 
we enjoy the serenity of Halcyon Lake, the soothing sound 
of the falling water at Birch Gardens, or a refreshing drink 
from the tap, Mount Auburn continues to share water—just 
one of its precious resources—with the larger community. 

Because we have this lush landscape and its many resources, the 
public can use it for their edification and enjoyment. As an educational 
tool, natural refuge, and wildlife sanctuary, one of our main priorities 
is to connect today’s children to the natural world through vital 
experiences that will hopefully last a lifetime. 

Connectng our Past, Present, and Future…

Comparable views of the 
Cemetery then (Wadsworth’s 
1831 view showing original 
acreage) and now (the current  
map of the Cemetery 
including Willow Pond in 
the southern half) demon-
strate the changes to Mount 
Auburn’s landscape over the 
past 180 years.



Education: Connecting with Nature
By Bree D. Harvey, Vice President of External Affairs

On a perfect fall afternoon this past October, a group of 
nearly fifty children and their parents or other favorite 
adults filed out of Story Chapel and set off on a nature hike  
through Mount Auburn with artist, naturalist, and educator  
(and long-time member of the Friends) Clare Walker Leslie.  
Over the course of two hours, the group traveled down 
Indian Ridge Path, where they stopped to observe a colony 
of mushrooms growing in the grass; walked along Auburn  
Lake, where they studied the ducks gliding along the water’s  
surface; and visited Consecration Dell to see the habitat 
called home by a population of spotted salamander and a 
Great Horned Owl. Making several stops along the way, 
Clare encouraged the children to record their observations 
in the small nature journals each was given at the start of 
the program. Some made their observations in pictures, 
including the youngest members of the group, while others 
made theirs with words, filling entire pages with descriptions 
of what they saw. Both children and adults alike left the 
Cemetery that afternoon with a deeper appreciation for 
nature in general and Mount Auburn more specifically. 

This hugely successful nature hike was one stop on Clare’s 
book tour to promote her newest book, The Nature Connection 
(Storey Publishing). Sensing a growing disconnect between 
children and the natural world, Clare, who has previously 

authored several books on nature journaling and sketching,  
created her newest book as a workbook for children, parents,  
and educators. The Nature Connection provides simple activ-
ities to explore the natural world that exists everywhere, be 
it on the sidewalks of downtown Boston or in the forests 
of Vermont. Nearly all of her suggestions are the perfect 
companion to an exploration through Mount Auburn. 

The Friends of Mount Auburn continues to find new ways 
of encouraging families to explore this wonderful place. In 
the past two years, the Friends has created self-guided tours 
for younger audiences; scavenger hunts using our collection 
of plants, trees, and monuments as clues; and hosted drop-in  

programs with hands-on activities focused on history, archi-
tecture, and wildlife. A recently established Education Task 
Force will continue to refine what has already begun by 
identifying new ways of creating meaningful experiences for 
local families. 

The idea of using Mount Auburn to connect children with 
nature is nothing new. We frequently hear stories from 
adults who first observed the spring bird migration at the 
Cemetery as young children and who continue to make 
annual pilgrimages here forty, fifty, or more years later, now 
as seasoned birders. No doubt Mount Auburn’s majestic 
trees have inspired some present day arborists and horticul-
turists. It is just as likely that the beauty and mystery of the 
landscape itself has inspired budding architects, landscape 
architects, and urban planners. 

This idea of finding inspiration from the place itself is as 
old as the Cemetery. In his address to the crowds gathered 
for the Consecration in September of 1831, Mount Auburn’s 
first president, Joseph Story, introduced the very idea that 
cemeteries would be places of education for the living: 

Our Cemeteries…may preach lessons, to which none 
may refuse to listen, and which all, that live, must hear. 
Truths may be there felt and taught in the silence of our 
own meditations, more persuasive, and more enduring, 
than ever flowed from human lips.

We continue to uphold this vision from the founders. 
Looking at the children who attended our family nature 
hike this past fall, as they studied the size and shape of a 
Red-tailed Hawk perched overhead, it is easy to see that the 
best way to encourage an understanding and appreciation 
of nature is to get immersed in it. Bring your favorite little 
one to Mount Auburn this spring. Just by bringing them 
here and encouraging them to notice the birds in the sky, 
the plants on the ground, and everything in between, you 
are helping to instill a love of nature in a new generation. 

It is the balance of natural and  man-made structures that allows 
us to interpret not only the natural world, but architectural styles, 
history, and art through our educational programs. We can teach 
children to be stewards of the environmental world, but we can also 
nurture the next generation of preservationists.

Horticulture and Preservation:  
Connecting Worlds
By Dennis Collins, Horticultural Curator, and David Gallagher, 
Chief of Conservation

Within this lush landscape there exists a dichotomy of 
natural and man-made worlds. Our natural landscape and 
man-made structures have long been teetering on a delicate 
balance of mutual existence. Though this persistent push and 
pull originated with Mount Auburn’s beginnings, with each 
passing year we must adapt to the new challenges we face. 

4 | Sweet Auburn 

Connectng our Past, Present, and Future…
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Connectng our Past, Present, and Future…

Archival image of hurricane damage,  
1938.

The encroachment of monuments on the natural landscape 
and natural landscape on built structures has presented a 
persistent dilemma since Mount Auburn’s beginning. Our  
monuments are threatened by fallen branches, biological  
growth, and fast-growing vines that can consume a headstone 
in a relatively short period of time. Conversely, monuments 
are an impediment to efficient ground maintenance; un-
derground tombs must be tread on lightly and tree limbs 
are cut back to prevent possible damage to fragile marble 
sculpture. Over the course of Mount Auburn’s existence, 
precedence of the man-made and natural world has varied. 
Today we seek a well thought out and considered balance. 

A concerted effort by the Horticulture Department and 
the Preservation staff means decisions are not made in a 
vacuum, but are decided upon after much deliberation and 
discussion. Two of our Institutional Strategic Initiatives are 
to: Ensure the Preservation of Structures and Enhance the 

Natural and  
Ornamental 
Landscape.  
Using these  
as our guide, 
informed  
debate can 
take place 
resulting in 
compromise 

benefiting the “wholistic” 
philosophy of the Cemetery. 
Examples include the removal 
of some sections of curbing at 
Lawn Avenue to allow for the 
regrading of new burial space 
and the removal of a weeping 
European beech tree that posed 
a hazard to the restored stained 
glass window at Bigelow Chapel.  
A confluence of the “preserva-
tion mindset” is essential for 
all our work, whether it is 
created by the hand of nature 
or man.   

Decades ago, our monuments were cleaned with acids, 
“Comet,” and bleach. These harsh chemical products were 
replaced at Mount Auburn with much more environmen-
tally-friendly alternatives. Today, our granite memorials are 
power-washed with water alone. Marble memorials are 
more carefully scrubbed with an organic product called 
D-2 Architectural Antimicrobial. The plantings that surround 
our memorials, now better protected with these alternative 
cleaning methods, are also managed in a way that minimizes 

problems for the monuments. 
Trees are pruned at Mount 
Auburn year-round, removing 
hazards that threaten vulnerable 
structures. Shrub pruning is 
conducted for two months  
in the summer and similarly 
attempts to eliminate problems 
for monuments before they 
occur. 

The mowing equipment 
used at the Cemetery has been 
modified to better protect 
monuments. Custom-made 
plastic bumpers have been 
added to minimize damage in the (unlikely) event of an 
accidental collision. Whenever possible, plantings other than 
grass are installed around the more fragile monuments,  
serving as buffer zones for equipment and vehicles. Good 
examples of how grass can be replaced by alternative 
groundcover plantings within lots with wrought iron fences 
or vulnerable masonry can be seen at the Norcross Lot 
(2239, Elm Ave), the Sprague Lot (786, Yarrow Path), and  
the Armstrong Lot (1472, Sedge Path). 

Our natural landscape and man-made structures have  
coexisted on a delicate equilibrium, complementing and 
mirroring each other, and creating the beautiful symme-

try that makes 
Mount Auburn 
so captivating. It 
is our intention 
to continue the 
quality of care 
and attention to 
preserving both 
facets of this 
unique landscape 
as we steward it 
into the future 
and a new era in 
its history. 

Through Mount 
Auburn’s equal 
preservation of our 
landscape and built 

structures, we are able to ensure the highest standard of service and 
maintenance. This commitment to excellence is the very quality 
that inspires our patrons to buy space here, becoming part of our 
legacy. Mount Auburn continues to serve the surrounding commu-
nity as it was intended–as a beautiful place where the living can still 
feel connected to the dead. 

Horticultural Curator Dennis Collins addresses a group in Norcross Lot.
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Cemetery Services:  
Connecting Communities
By Jim Holman, Director of Cemetery Services 

The Cemetery Services Department at Mount Auburn 
provides immediate or preneed assistance to families, friends, 
and funeral providers in planning the disposition and  
commemoration of the dead. Disposition may mean the 
burial of remains, cremation with burial, or inurnment of  
cremated remains. Commemoration can include everything  
from services for the deceased in one of our beautiful and  
historic chapels, large or small gatherings at the grave, or 
recognition of individuals on memorial tree or bench 
plaques. Cemeteries continually remind us that a life has 
been lived—however brief or extended—regardless of how 
many were touched over its course or may be left behind 
to grieve the loss. Mount Auburn reinforces the value of 
burial and remembrance, an age-old tradition that has lately 
become underappreciated.  

Repeated visitors to Mount Auburn eventually become 
familiar with its intricate pattern of roads and paths. Some 
may develop an impression of the Cemetery as a solemn 
and beautiful city made up of multiple neighborhoods, each 
with its own texture or fabric. Landmarks, either natural or 
man-made, form indelible impressions that guide repeated 
exploration of the larger landscape. A pond, tree, or impressive  
monument, together with the wildlife one may encounter, 
and possibly a pleasant interaction with staff, will all help 
one formulate a roadmap of the Mount Auburn community. 
Mrs. Rachel Mangano, recently interred at Mount Auburn, 
is an example of someone who was very familiar with not 
just the landscape of the Cemetery, but with the staff as 
well. In her life she had been a regular visitor of Mount 
Auburn since 1969 after her husband was buried here. 

Throughout the years she had established relationships with 
members of the grounds crew among other Cemetery em-
ployees. Her son, Philip, wrote in a letter to President David 
Barnett that “These emissaries, from front office to grounds 
people, ensured the levels of professional and personal care 
that mark any great endeavor, and attend to the storied legacy 
of Mount Auburn Cemetery–not just in its magnificent 
landscape, but through its magnanimous personnel. We count 
ourselves fortunate that our family began its relationship 
with Mount Auburn more than four decades ago.” 

Our Cemetery Services staff use their astute knowledge 
of this diverse landscape as they guide families with their 
purchases of burial space from available areas. These families 
soon come to be associated with both those they bury and 
with the part of Mount Auburn where they have purchased 
space, thus strengthening a sense of Mount Auburn as not 
merely a cemetery, but as a vibrant cemetery community. 
The design and installation of several new burial areas in 
the decade before last reinforced a sense of community at 
Mount Auburn. Being part of the design process has al-
lowed staff to meet initial purchasers in these locations as 
well as customers purchasing the last available burial spaces 
several years later. These initial sales are presently occurring 
at our new Birch Gardens burial area. Eventually, Birch 
Gardens will be woven into the distinct neighborhood fabric 
of Mount Auburn. 

Conclusion

As we approach our 180th anniversary, Mount Auburn  
has become a vibrant and vital public resource, and will  
continue to evolve into an even greater community  
treasure as time goes on. Reflecting upon both our  
physical and our profoundly intangible place within the 
boundaries of Cambridge and Watertown, we carry with 
us the resources and relationships that we have fostered 
throughout the decades. 

Our founders and those after them upheld the intention 
to preserve the monuments, horticultural collections, and 
historical riches for the generations that followed. As the 
Cemetery’s current stewards, we have the same responsibility  
to ensure that Mount Auburn’s landscape, facilities, and 
service to those whose families are buried here as well as to 
the greater community not only endure, but flourish. Our 
future vision for the expansion of our facilities will allow us 
to continue our quality of service and maintenance, protect 
our legacy, maintain our leadership, and build even more 
pathways of connections, thus linking ourselves inextricably 
to the world around us. 

1 Bigelow, Jacob. History of the Cemetery of Mount Auburn, Boston and Cambridge, James Munroe and Company, 1860, pg. 73.
2 Mount Auburn Cemetery & Emery & Garrett Groundwater, Inc., Water Conservation and Drought Management Plan, 2003, pg.1 .

Connectng our Past, Present, and Future…

Friends gather to pay their respects to food entrepreneur, Arthur Cores, in 
December of 2009. Photo by Ni Rong.
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In the last three years the greenhouses and 
surrounding cut-flower gardens have gone through a transition 
from conventional techniques towards organic methods. 
In previous years, the outside gardens were covered with 
black plastic to keep down the weeds; each planting was 
fed with non-organic, manufactured chemical fertilizer and 
irrigated with wasteful, overhead sprinkler systems. Inside 
the greenhouses we used chemical pesticides and fertilizers. 
We moved towards sustainable, organic methods for our 
health and for stewardship of the planting area. Today in the 
cut-flower gardens, the plastic cover has been replaced with 
mulches such as pesticide-free grass clippings provided by 
our grounds crew and woodchips by our arborist crew. A 
three-inch depth of these materials suppress weeds and soil 
borne diseases, decrease water needs, slowly release nutrients, 
and provide a shelter for beneficial insects (beneficials). Ad-
ditionally, composted materials from the previous year’s garden 
are used in the spring as a soil amendment that improves 
soil health and structure without needing chemical fertilizer.

The garden beds are raised to better utilize space, reduce 
weeding, and encourage people to stay on the paths. The  
increased surface area allows for planting crops closer together 
resulting in a leafier canopy that shades the soil, maintains 

moisture, and slows 
weed growth. Water 
is efficiently applied 
to the plant roots 
by using soaker and 

drip hoses. Plants are also less susceptible to diseases such as 
mildews, blights, and botrytis.

Companion plants are added to minimize insect and 
disease problems by increasing beneficial insect diversity. 
This method attracts a variety of butterflies and bees that 
pollinate, lady beetles that predate, and wasps that parasitize. 
Even toads hop over and eat “bad” plant-destructive insects. 
One toad can eat 100 pests per day. We eliminated pesticides 
that decrease soil organism populations by interrupting the 
balance and allowing pest resurgence. Pests re-colonize quickly 
as they develop resistance to pesticides while the beneficials 
struggle due to their lower reproductive rates.

In the greenhouses we phased out chemical pesticides 
and now use organic treatments. Beneficials are released as 
preventative measures. We switched from a chemical fertilizer 
to an organic fertilizer made from ground up seeds. The soil 
media now includes composted material from our recycling 
yard, reducing our need for outside sources.

Treating our plants and soils with organic methods 
reflects our own health and well being. Practicing organic 
floriculture maintains the health of our environment and  
of ourselves. Stroll through Mount Auburn’s greenhouses and 
cut-flower gardens. Share in the harmony and connection 
with the earth. Our use of organic methods in the green-
houses and surrounding gardens sustain employee health, 
the health of our grounds, and the health of the surround-
ing ecology.

Eternally Green: Sustaining Mount Auburn & the World around Us

A Greener Greenhouse & Gardens
by Kelley A. Sullivan, Greenhouse Technician

Greenhouse Technician Kelley Sullivan gives a tour of the cut-flower garden.
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Beautiful are the winding path-ways made
        Around the hills and in the cool green glade;
    Fair are their vistas opening to the view,

Where All Pathways Lead…
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Beautiful are the winding path-ways made
        Around the hills and in the cool green glade;
    Fair are their vistas opening to the view,             Their sylvan names are soft and pleasant, too;

              Peaceful and calm the sleeper may rest well
                               In the cool shades of Consecration Dell.

             —Caroline Frances Orne (Lot 2422, Mountain Ave),  
                    “Mount Auburn”

Owl by John Harrison
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Yellow-bellied Sapsucker (Sphyrapicus 
varius): Many people believe this species  
of woodpecker is a mythical bird 
because its name is often used in jest. 
But it is one bird that truly lives up 
to its name: both males and females 
have yellow bellies and tree sap is their 
favorite meal. Males have red crowns 
and throats, while females have red 
crowns but white throats. Sapsuckers 
are relatively shy, often moving around 
a trunk or limb to avoid being studied. 

Scarlet Tanager (Piranga olivacea): Aptly 
nicknamed the “flame of spring,” the 
Scarlet Tanager is a vibrant black-winged 
red bird common in the northeast forests.  
Often unobserved because of its rather 
furtive nature and partiality to Mount 
Auburn’s lush canopy, the male is vivid 
bright red bird with black wings and tail. 
The contrasting female has an olive green 
to yellow body with brownish olive wings 
and tail. The song of the male is similar to 
a robin’s, a series of short syllables sound-

ing like “zureet, zeeyer, zero, zeery,” and his call is a concise 
“chik-breee.” 

American Goldfinch (Spinus tristis): 
When almost all other songbirds 
have become quiet and are busy 
tending young, the Goldfinch 
continues to sing and is very con-
spicuous all summer. This species 
is unique among the finch family 
because they undergo a complete 
molt both in the fall and again in 
the spring. One of the best places to see the Goldfinch up 
close in Mount Auburn is at the Butterfly Garden at Willow 
Pond and the Wildflower Meadow at Washington Tower.

Eastern Bluebird (Sialia sialis): The 
Eastern Bluebird is a striking royal blue 
on the back and head, while its breast is a 
reddish-brown. Eastern Bluebirds prefer to 
live in vast, open spaces that are surrounded 
by trees, where they can perch on low 
branches–or even atop a flower–and survey 
the area for food, but they build their nests 
safely along the perimeter. Their song lasts 
only a few seconds and is lower in pitch, 
comprised of multiple phrases, and occa-
sionally peppered with some abrasive notes. 

Baltimore Oriole (Icterus galbula): One of the most colorful 
songbirds in our area, the Baltimore Oriole can be found 

at Mount Auburn from late April through 
September. A preference for open spaces 
with tall trees makes the Cemetery the 
perfect desti-
nation for an 
Oriole and an 
ideal place for 
them to nest – 
as many as 12 
pairs have been 
noted to reside 
here during 
breeding season. 
The male Baltimore Oriole is flame 
orange and black–the colors of Lord 
Baltimore’s coat-of-arms from where the 
name is derived. The female is similar to 
the male, but more subdued in color and 
lacks the solid black head of the male. 
During the first week of May, orioles can 
be heard throughout the Cemetery–their 
song is loud, clear, and flute-like. 

Cedar Waxwing (Bombycilla cedrorum): 
Grayish-brown on top and with a yellow 
belly, the Cedar 
Waxwing has a 
jaunty crest of 
feathers on its 
head. Perhaps 
the most striking 
feature of the 
bird is the black 
“mask” outlined 

in white across its face. The tail of 
the Cedar Waxwing is usually yel-
low or orange, depending upon its 
diet. The Cedar Waxwing has a very 
high-pitched whistle that sounds 
like “bzeee” or “sreee.” In the spring 
months at Mount Auburn, the birds 
like to feed on running sap, and can 
actually be vulnerable to alcohol in-
toxication after feeding on ferment-
ing fruit! 

A Bird Watcher’s Primer
Every year during the month of May, hundreds of birders flock 
to Mount Auburn from all over New England and various other 
parts of the world to witness the spring migration. If you are a 
novice birder, here is just a sampling of some of the species you 
may see on a spring visit to Mount Auburn.

Information taken in part from some of Friends Volunteer Bob 
Stymeist’s writings and also extracted from the Cornell Lab of 
Orinthology’s All About Birds site (www.allaboutbirds.org).

Below the noisy World drags by
In the old way because it must,

The bride with heartbreak in her eye,
The mourner following hated dust:
Thy duty winged flame of Spring,

Is but to love and fly and sing.

Oh happy life to soar and sway
Above the life by mortals led,

Singing the merry months away.
Master not slave of daily bread,

And when the Autumn comes, to flee
Wherever sunshine beckons thee!

— James Russell Lowell  
(Lot 323, Fountain Ave), “The Nest”

Bird photos by george mclean
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Mount Auburn has always been a sacred resting 
place for those loved ones we have lost, but just as important,  
it is a natural sanctuary for the living world where people 
can come to reflect and find peace surrounded by a beautiful  
and evolving landscape. This idea of a serene space for 
remembering the dead was, indeed, the intention of the 
Cemetery’s founders. Today’s Cemetery Services Department 
upholds this value while also providing other services to 
comfort those who have experienced the loss of family or 
friends by hosting two annual services: the Candle Lighting 
Service in December and the Service 
of Commemoration on Memorial Day 
weekend.

The Candle Lighting is a Norwegian 
tradition of lighting candles in cemeteries  
to remember loved ones before the 
Christmas holidays. Popularity of this 
ritual grew after the death of their be-
loved King Olav V in 1991.

Over the past 19 years since Mount 
Auburn adopted this Norwegian tradi-
tion, it has also grown in popularity as 
a way to come together and remember 
our family and friends who have gone 
before us. 

The Candle Lighting Service was 
held on Thursday, December 16, 2010, 
at Story Chapel with nearly 250 guests 
in attendance. Reverend Fr. John P. Prusaitis, pastor of Saint 
Bridget Church in Maynard, Mass., and Reverend John K. 
Stendahl, pastor of Lutheran Church of the Newtons were 
the keynote speakers. The service was complemented with 
classical masterpieces by organist Glenn Goda, Tim Marci 
(flute) along with The Chamber Players: Rob Bethel (cello), 
Brian Claque (violin), and Jordan Volker (viola). After the 

chapel was illuminated by the candle lighting, members 
of the Boston Gay Men’s Chorus performed an inspiring 
piece “Everything’s Possible.” The service concluded with a 
closing prayer offered by Reverend Amy McCreath, pastor 
of Church of the Good Shepherd in Watertown. Following 
the service there were light refreshments along with music 
performed by the Chamber Players at Bigelow Chapel.

The Service of Commemoration will be held on Saturday, 
May 28, 2011, at 1:30pm at Bigelow Chapel Lawn. The 
service includes music and two speakers, Reverend Jean 

Marchant and Sister Marie LaBollita, who will lead 
us in words of reflection during the season of new 
life as the Cemetery resurrects the beauty of nature. 
In the event of inclement weather the service will 
be held inside historic Bigelow Chapel. These two 
services help us to connect the living and the dead 
by providing a venue to remember loved ones. We 

encourage people to join us in this 
sacred space to reflect, connecting the 
pathways from the past to the present, 
bridging our memories into the future, 
and holding dear the love that forever 
remains.

“…in Nature’s temple, set around with her own green and hung over with her  
         own blue, dedicating to the dead a place well worthy of their repose.” 

— Charles Sumner, in a letter to Jonathan F. Stearns, 1831

Above: During the 2010 Service of Commemora-
tion, The Rev. Stephen R. Silver, Minister of the 
First Congregational Church of Lebanon,  
NH, addressed the attendees. Below: Boston 
Gay Men’s Chorus members (l-r) Carl Seglem, 
Bill Barnert, Danny Fournier, Richard Babson, 
Al Ingram, Chris Mahoney, Bill Jameson, Brent 
Zeigler, Music Director 
Reuben M. Reynolds III, 
Ken Hirschkind, and Tim 
Davis (missing from photo 
is Charles Fortunato). 

Special Services of Remembrance
by Thomas Johnson, Family Services Coordinator
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Mount Auburn and Harvard University share 
innumerable associations but this is perhaps most pronounced 
in the existence of the Harvard College Lot (330, Ama-
ranth Path). In 1832, Statesman Edward Everett (1794-1865) 
spoke about the growing connections between the newly 
consecrated Cemetery and the University:

“The vicinity of our venerable University suggests 
an interesting train of associations, connected 
with this spot. It has ever been the favorite resort 
of the students. There are hundreds now living, 
who have passed some of the happiest hours of the 
happiest period of their lives, beneath the shade of 
the trees in this secluded forest. It will become the 
burial-place for the University. Here will the dust 
of the young men, who may be cut off before 
their academic course is run, be laid by their  
classmates. Here will 
be deposited those 
who may die in the 
offices of instruction 
and government...”1

Months later, on April 5,  
1833, “Harvard Hill” received 
its first burial, Harvard Law 
School Professor John 
Hooker Ashmun, who had 
died after a long struggle 
with tuberculosis at the age 
of 33. Professor Ashmun had 
the distinction of being 
named Royall Professor of 
Law at Harvard University  
at the young age of 
twenty-nine. Associate Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court 
and Harvard Law School colleague, Joseph Story, delivered 
Ashmun’s eulogy.

Slight deafness and a feeble voice had prevented Professor 
Ashmun from “mingling much in society, but this seemed 
to bind him more closely to those who knew him intimately. 
His affections were strong and constant, and his disposition 
eminently social.…He was not in the habit of revealing in 
words what was passing within him, but with his friends, the 
tones of his voice, and the expression of his face, were an 
unerring index to the emotions, which were stirring his soul.”2

One of those friends was recent Harvard Law School 
alumnus and future Senator, Charles Sumner (1811-1874), 
and it was he who was the sole watcher over his mentor on 
what turned out to be the last night of his life.

Sumner and fellow classmates raised funds for an impressive 
monument of Egyptian Revival design and the inscription 
was “ascribed to the pen” of Charles Chauncey Emerson 
(1808-1836), brother of Ralph Waldo Emerson: 

Here lies the body of John Hooker Ashmun, Royall Professor of 
Law in Harvard University, who was born July 3, 1800, and died 
April 1, 1833. In him the science of Law appeared native and 
intuitive; he went behind precedents to principles: and books were 
his helpers, never his masters. There was the beauty of accuracy in 
his understanding, and the beauty of uprightness in his character. 
Through the slow progress of the disease which consumed his life, 
he kept unimpaired his kindness of temper, and superiority of in-
tellect. He did more sick, than others in health. He was fit to teach 
at an age when common men are beginning to learn, and his few 
years bore the fruit of long life. A lover of truth, an obeyer of duty, 
a sincere friend, and a wise instructor.

On September 12, 1845,  
Sumner visited Mount 
Auburn to attend Justice 
Story’s funeral and later 
recalled:

…The afternoon was 
of unusual brilliancy, 
and a full-orbed sun 
gilded with mellow 
light the funeral  
stones through which 
I wound my way, as 
I sought the grave of 
another friend of my 
own, the first associate  
of the departed Judge 
in the duties of the 

Law School, Professor Ashmun…I remember  
listening to the flowing discourse which Mr. Justice  
Story pronounced over [him] in the College 
Chapel in 1833, nor can I forget his deep emotion, 
as we stood together at the foot of the grave, 
while the earth fell, dust to dust, upon the coffin 
of his friend…3

On that luminous day, as Sumner stood on the summit of 
Harvard Hill, with its view of the University to the East, he 
may have found solace in the line inscribed on the monument 
of his professor:

“His pupils raise this stone to his memory.”

Stories Behind the Stones:
Mount Auburn and Harvard: An EnduringBond
by Brian A. Sullivan, Archivist

View on Harvard Hill. Engraving by James Smillie, 1847.

1 Quoted in ‘Harvard Hill in Mount Auburn,’ Harvard Illustrated Magazine, II 
(1901): 241.
2 ‘John Hooker Ashmun,’ American Annual Register, volume 8 (1835): 435.
3 Charles Sumner, ‘The Funeral of Mr. Justice Story’ Living Age, volume 7, 
(October 1845): 49
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Records of Enduring Value
Mount Auburn Cemetery’s Historical Collections 
consist of over 2,000 linear feet of records and include the busi-
ness records and correspondence of the Cemetery; maps and plans; 
horticultural records; photographs; books and guidebooks; fine and 
decorative arts including painting, sculpture,artistic monuments, 
and stained glass owned by the Cemetery. The Historical Collections 
program was established in 1993 in order to collect, organize, pre-
serve, and make accessible documentation about the Cemetery to 
foster scholarship and understanding of Mount Auburn and its role 
in the 19th century to the present. 

These Collections represent a unique reference source for the 
study of landscape architecture, decorative arts, burial customs, 
horticulture, natural science, and local history. They also pro-
vide valuable material for genealogical research. Subject strengths 
include the rural cemetery movement, cremation, and the history of 
Mount Auburn since its founding in 1831.

Access to the Historical Collections is by 
appointment only. For further information 
please contact Curator of Historical Col-
lections Meg L. Winslow at mwinslow@
mountauburn.org or by phone at  
617-607-1942.

The objectives of the Historical 
Collections Department are to:
• protect and preserve the Historical Collections by 

maintaining optimal environmental conditions for 
storage and exhibition, including ensuring proper 
handling, overseeing preservation treatments, plan-
ning for long-term care, and providing high quality 
collections maintenance and disaster preparedness, 
all at the highest level of professional standards for 
collections care;

• provide appropriate access to the Historical Col-
lections for the staff and general public through 
standardized professional procedures and guidelines;

• collect items relating to the Cemetery in accordance 
with the Collecting Policy; and

• increase the staff and general public’s knowledge of 
the Historical Collections by cataloguing, providing 
finding aids, and by encouraging research by staff 
and outside professionals.

Above: Gathering at Bigelow Chapel, stereoview, circa 1860s.  
Far right: Portrait of Alexander Wadsworth. Oil painting, 1889.

Left: Gate-keeper’s Helmet.  
Below: Watercolor drawing of Story Chapel and 
Administration Building, Willard T. Sears, 1896.
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For most, the mention of Charles Sumner stirs 
recollections from high school history class and the story 
of Sumner’s attack on the floor of the U.S. Senate by a fellow 
senator. For others, the mention of Sumner prompts the 
question, “The person the tunnel is named after?” In fact, 
the Sumner Tunnel in Boston is not named for Charles 
Sumner, and though his attack is part of his story, it is far 
from being his whole story—a story that branches out into 
a fascinating myriad of connections within Mount Auburn 
itself. Sumner is perhaps more well-known for his actions 
in the political arena, serving in the U.S. 
Senate as a representative of Massachusetts 
during a very critical time in the history 
of our nation. Beyond his role as a senator, 
Sumner’s legacy as a Boston lawyer marks 
an important chapter in the history of 
civil rights in this country. On more of a 
personal front, he was a significant patron 
of the arts and a close friend and confidant  
of beloved poet, Henry Wadsworth 
Longfellow (Lot 580, Indian Ridge Path). 
Here are but a few examples of the web 
of connections that lead back to our own 
Charles Sumner (Lot 2447, Arethusa Path).

One of Sumner’s most significant con-
tributions is the work he did to further 
civil rights in this country. In 1849, he 
teamed up with a young black attorney, 
Robert Morris, to sue the City of Boston 
on behalf of their client Benjamin Frank-
lin Roberts. Roberts, an African American printer, brought 
suit against the City upon the claim that his five-year-old 
daughter’s rights were being violated by the practice of 
segregated schools. The courts ultimately ruled as long as 
the schools remained “separate yet equal,” there was no 
violation of civil rights. Sumner’s arguments, however, struck 
such a chord with the public and created a ripple effect that 
lasted for more than a century. Benjamin Franklin Roberts, 
Sumner’s client, is buried at Mount Auburn on Amethyst 
Path in the Saint John Lot, and Lemuel Shaw, the State 
Superior Court Justice who presided over the case, is also 
buried at the Cemetery in his family’s lot on Trefoil Path.

Sumner’s legacy as a patron of the arts is a lesser-known 
fact. While abroad in the late 1830s, he befriended the 
American-born sculptor, Thomas Crawford, who was then 
living and working in Italy. Seeing promise in the young 
artist, Sumner took it upon himself to champion Crawford’s 
career and encouraged the Boston Athenæum to purchase 
his sculpture, Orpheus. Sumner was also responsible for the 

artistic success later experienced by William Wentmore Story, 
the son of Sumner’s mentor and Mount Auburn’s first 
president, Joseph Story. Though the young Story trained 
as a lawyer, his true interest was art, a passion that Sumner 
encouraged. In the 1840s when the Cemetery commissioned 
four American-born sculptors to each create a life-sized 
statue for the interior of its new chapel (now Bigelow Chapel), 
two of the sculptors selected were none other than they who 
credited their successes to Charles Sumner. Crawford was 
commissioned to sculpt the likeness of James Otis, one of 

the voices of the American Revolution, 
while Story was asked to create a 
statue of his father. These celebrated 
works were displayed at Mount Auburn 
until the 1930s when they were do-
nated to Harvard University. 

It is fitting for a man with so many 
connections and such diverse interests 
that a collaborative of institutions 
join together this year to celebrate his 
legacy. A series of events organized  
by the Charles Sumner Bicentennial  
Committee—the Boston African 
American National Historic Site, 
Cambridge Forum, Friends of 
the Longfellow House, Friends of 
Mount Auburn, Harvard University, 
Longfellow House–Washington’s 
Headquarters National Historic Site, 
Massachusetts Historical Society, and 

the Museum of African American History (Boston and 
Nantucket)—explores the many different sides of Charles 
Sumner. Join us at First Parish Church in Harvard Square 
for the final event in the series: 

Thursday, May 19 at 6 PM 

Charles Sumner & Civil Rights. This event, part of the  
Cambridge Form 2011 series will include a rededication  
of the Sumner statue in Harvard Square followed by a  
discussion with Beverly Morgan-Welch, Executive Di-
rector of the Museum of African American History in 
Boston and Nantucket, and Daniel Coquilette, Charles 
Warren Visiting Professor of American Legal History at 
Harvard Law School. For more information about this 
event, call 617-495-2727. 

And, learn more about other events scheduled as part 
of the Charles Sumner Bicentennial celebration by visiting 
us online at www.mountauburn.org. 

The Many Sides of Sumner:
Reflections on Charles Sumner upon the 200th Anniversary of His Birth
January 6, 1811 – March 11, 1874

by Bree D. Harvey, Vice President of External Affairs

Statue of Charles Sumner in Harvard Square.
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Since Widgie Aldrich has been a Trustee of both  
Mount Auburn and the Friends of Mount Auburn, having  
joined in 2004-05, she has become one of our biggest 
champions. Encouraged by Trustees Ann Roosevelt and 
Louise Weed, Widgie interviewed as a prospective Board 
member with then-president, Bill Clendaniel, after which 
she saw how her ideals were congruent with those of the 
Cemetery. “Mount Auburn is so beautiful, such an oasis,” says 
Widgie. “It’s alarming to see how steadily our Cambridge 
environment has become so urbanized. This development 
makes it even more important to preserve the green space 
we have.”

As a former fifth grade teacher and currently a teacher of 
reading to dyslexic children, Widgie’s passion for education is 
reflected in her philanthropy. She has served on the boards 
of Associated Early Care & Education (formerly Associated 
Daycare Services of Metro Boston), for which she is still a 
Benefactor; Children’s Discovery Museum in Acton, Mass.; 
The Rivers School in Weston, Mass.; Boston Lyric Opera; 
and Cambridge Skating Club. In addition, she has helped 
with fundraising efforts for Mother Caroline Academy in 
Dorchester, Mass., as well as teaching in the Cambridge 
School Volunteers Program and volunteering at Hospice of 
Cambridge. 

In one of her early visits to Mount Auburn with her  
husband, Peter, they came upon Consecration Dell, the 
beauty of which reminded Widgie of her upbringing 
in Lincoln, Mass. “It was like we were explorers and we 
happened upon this magical, wild place.” Memories of her 
childhood came flooding back of when she and her twin 

would wander around in the unspoiled woods for hours.  
“It is rare now that children have the opportunity to be so 
immersed in nature and to have to use their own resources 
to find their way home.” She never imagined that she would  
end up living so close to the Cemetery and have the op-

portunity to explore this 
beautiful landscape. “Being 
in a place of beauty is 
calming, away from the 
frenetic pace of the city.”   

Widgie has been 
named Chair of the 
Friends’ newly established 
Education Task Force to  
which she will bring her  
experience as an educator  
within our community. 
“Our mission has always 
involved education as 
there’s such a trove of 
resources here for learning  
opportunities whether 

historical or related to the natural world. We have programs 
that are spectacular, but we’d like to reach a more diverse 
audience.” In addition to meeting with local educators about  
what kinds of lessons would fit into their curriculum, Widgie 
also strongly advocates for a more organic kind of learning. 
“Teaching both children and adults about finding a haven 
in nature is a worthy goal for Mount Auburn Cemetery. I 
believe that this kind of stimulation is emotionally important 
in our society.”

In her free time, Widgie is a serious gardener, growing all 
of the vegetables that her family eats during the summer at 
their home in Little Compton, Rhode Island. Beekeeping  
is among her newest interests and she is taking a course so  
that she can personally care for her hive. An avid traveler, last  
February she stayed true to her Norwegian roots and visited  
Lofoten, which is north of the Arctic Circle. Other interests 
include annual trips to watch Red Sox Spring Training, golf, 
walking with friends, and membership in the Little Compton  
Garden Club, a book club, and The Mother’s Club, of which 
she is currently president. 

Yet Widgie, with her cheerful demeanor, is best known by  
the Friends as someone on whom we can always count to 
be our advocate, our supporter, our friend, and an admirable  
example of what it means to be philanthropic. “People need  
to understand that most non-profits would not be able to 
exist were it not for philanthropy,” she says. “If we want Mount  
Auburn to remain a wonderful place of peaceful repose, 
historical and horticultural collections, and an opportunity  
for people to learn about nature, we have to rely on people’s  
generosity.”

People and Happenings 

Mount Auburn Trustee Widgie Aldrich

Widgie with former Mount Auburn president, Bill Clendaniel, and her 
husband, Peter (right), at the Lawn Party for Bill Clendaniel’s Retirement 
in 2008.

Board Profile: Widgie Aldrich
A Champion of  
    Mount Auburn’s Landscape
by Lauren Marsh, Communications, Grants & Events Coordinator
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Jennifer Johnston

Staff News

Cemetery Operations welcomes a new security guard to 
their staff. Jim Hemmer began work here in December 
2010. Jim and his wife live in Watertown. Prior to working 
at Mount Auburn, he worked as a security guard for Seven 
Canyons in Sedona, Ariz. In his spare time, he enjoys golf.

New to the External Affairs department is Michelle 
Pizzillo, who was hired in October as the External Affairs 
Department Assistant. Last September, Michelle received a 
B.S. in Recreation Management/Tourism from the University 
of New Hampshire and prior to joining Mount Auburn 
she completed a marketing internship with the Boston 
Parks and Recreation Department. 

Development Assistant & Gifts Coordinator  
Samantha Furbush participated in a full day seminar  
on October 7, 2010, with New England Development 
Research Association (NEDRA). On December 3, 2010, 
Director of Annual Giving Melissa N. Wilson attended 
the annual Association of Professional Fundraiser’s Conference 
(AFP) where she took part in sessions on major gifts and 
annual fund raising. 

Vice President of External Affairs Bree D. Harvey  
and Communications, Grants & Events Coordinator  
Lauren Marsh attended the Massachusetts Cultural Council’s  
Commonwealth Awards at the State House in February to 
celebrate the extraordinary achievements of selected Mas-
sachusetts cultural leaders, artists, and philanthropists.

Mount Auburn’s Media & 
Imaging Coordinator Jennifer 
J. Johnston is responsible for many  
of the breathtaking photos that 
grace our publications. Recently, 
her photography collection, “Sea-
sons of Mount Auburn,” has been 
showcased at the Watertown Free 
Public Library this past September, 
the Narthex at The First Church 
in Boston from December 4, 2010 
through February 4, 2011, and at 
the Boston Biomedical Research 

Institute in Watertown from February 11, 2011 through 
June 2011. If you know of an organization interested in 
a temporary installment of this exhibit, contact Jennifer 
at jjohnston@mountauburn.org

Assistant Greenhouse Manager & Conservationist  
Paul Kwiatkowski gave a presentation at the Ecological  
Landscaping Association’s Annual Conference on March 3  

in Springfield, Mass. His topic, titled “Completing the Circle:  
The New Ecological Maintenance Model,” covered sustainable 
landscape maintenance at Mount Auburn. 

Paul was also the winner of our first annual Green Award, 
presented at the Staff Holiday Party in December. The Green  
Award winner is selected by Mount Auburn’s Green Team, 

whose mission is to help the 
Cemetery align its commitments  
to long-term preservation with  
its desire to demonstrate respon-
sible stewardship for the environ-
ment. The recipient of the Green 
Award reflects in his or her 
attitude and practices the mission 
of Mount Auburn’s Green Team 
(GT) by employing “green” prac-

tices towards sustainability at Mount Auburn, and sharing 
these choices for the benefit and education of colleagues and 
the community. During his six years at Mount Auburn, Paul 
solicited organizations for empty barrels until we had 50 
waiting to be filled.To date, he has collected almost 72,000 
gallons of water from the roofs of the headhouse and one 
greenhouse. Also, given his ecological training (at EverGreen 
State College in Oregon), he assists with the health of 
Mount Auburn’s ponds.

Archival Consultant Sara Goldberg was recently hired 
as Interim Curator of Manuscripts and Photographs for 
Historic Newton at the Jackson Homestead and Museum.

Grants Awarded
Ruggiero Grant Awarded for Mount Auburn Website 
Redesign 

The Anthony J. & Mildred D. Ruggiero Memorial Trust has 
granted Mount Auburn $106,906 towards the redesign of 
our website, which will enhance our patrons’ online expe-
riences, making the wealth of Mount Auburn’s historical, 
horticultural, and archival resources more widely accessible  
to the public. Mount Auburn is already working on this  
project with Upstatement, a small design consultancy based  
in Boston that has worked with several non-profits including  
Harvard University’s Graduate School of Design, MIT 
Media Lab, Facing History and Ourselves, and The United 
Nations. In addition, Sarah Morris, a freelance writer who 
worked with us to develop the content for the interactive 
kiosk, will be providing the same support for this project. 
The website is predicted to launch in September 2011. 

Matching Funds Awarded for Story Chapel Entryway 
Project 

We have been awarded two additional foundation grants to  
match the $132,000 award from the Massachusetts Cultural  
Facility Fund (MCFF) towards a new entry into Story Chapel  
and our Visitors Center. In addition to the matching funds 
awarded to us last year from Cambridge Savings Bank and 

16 | Sweet Auburn 

Paul Kwiatkowski



Spring/Summer 2011 | 17

People and Happenings 
The Lynch Foundation in the amounts of $30,000 each, we  
have received another $30,000 from the Harold Whitworth 
Pierce Charitable Trust and $5,000 from the Richard Saltonstall 
Charitable Trust. Mount Auburn has until May 2011 to 
match the original MCFF grant (see page 21 for more details  
on this special project). 

Awards Granted for Greenhouse Initiative

Progress towards the Greenhouse Initiative has resulted in 
$20,000 grants from both the Edwin S. Webster Foundation 
and the Stanley Smith Horticultural Trust, as well as $7,500 
from the Roy A. Hunt Foundation designated for the rainwater 
cistern that will help us in achieving LEED (Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental Design) Platinum Certification.

Volunteer Profile: Pam Pinsky
Joining Worlds Together

by Jessica Bussmann, Education & Volunteer Coordinator 

In a short 16-month time span 
Pam Pinsky made a lasting impact on 
Mount Auburn; her varied interests 
of history, art, and nature culminated 
together in this special place, and it 
seemed to be the ideal volunteer op-
portunity. After completing 
docent training in August 
2009, she shared her en-
thusiasm for the Cemetery 
during a weekly shift in 
the Visitors Center and 

also while out in the Watertown community. 
Everywhere she went she encouraged people to 
visit Mount Auburn, always stunned when she 
met a local person who had never set foot inside 
the gate despite passing by every day for years.

She even persuaded her friend and former co-worker, 
Nancy McLellan, to become a docent. McLellan says of her 
friend, “When Pam was passionate about something, it was 
infectious. You knew all about it and wanted to be a part of it.”

During the spring migration Pam could be found on bird 
walks several times a week, and although she was undergoing 
chemotherapy for her cancer, it never diminished her spirit 
on those early mornings of searching for warblers. One of 
her legacies at Mount Auburn will be the ten years of spring 
migration sightings that she indexed.

Pam grew up in West Hartford, Conn., but she devoted 
her attention to her adopted home of Watertown. She was 
the common denominator and connector among many 
Watertown institutions; she volunteered at the Watertown 
Free Public Library, the Historical Society of Watertown, 
the Arsenal Center for the Arts, and as a founding member 
of the Shakespeare Reading Group. Through her varied 
contributions—leading walking tours, cataloging the collec-
tions of the Historical Society, indexing the Watertown town 
records, working in the gift shop of the Arsenal Center, helping 
at public programs, and serving as an election warden–she 
fostered so many meaningful connections within the com-

munity. Joining all of her worlds 
together, Pam made an effort 
to make each institution aware 
of the others.

Marilynne Roach, President  
of the Historical Society of Watertown, says of Pam, “Pam’s 
volunteering activities were so various that many of her 
friends in one organization often weren’t aware of how much 
she was doing with the other groups.... It seems that her 
volunteering at Mount Auburn Cemetery brought most of 
her interests together in one setting: history, art, horticulture, 
nature—you name it.”

On January 14, Pam died after a 20-year battle with cancer.  
Many who were fortunate enough to have made her ac-
quaintance may never have known she was ill—she kept 
busy, upbeat, and strong. Pam also loved to spend time in her 
garden, scoping out yard sales, reading, and her family describes 
her as the “glue” that held them all together. She will be 
remembered throughout the community for her strength, 
service, and joyful nature.

Pam is now interred in Spruce Knoll, a section of Mount 
Auburn designed to look like a secluded forest and one of 
the more distinct “neighborhoods” here since those interred 
share communal plaque space. Though Pam will be missed 
by all those whose lives she touched, she has forever become 
a part of the community that she loved so well.

Pam Pinksy

Above: Pam participating in a tour of the 
cut-flower gardens.

Left: Pam attending Jennifer Johnston’s 
photography exhibit at the Watertown 
Free Public Library. 
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Henry Walter was a young 
man in Vienna when the 
Nazis occupied Austria. 
He had been attending 
university in Prague in 
what is now the Czech 
Republic. After hearing that 
the Nazis were searching 
for young Jewish men, he 
tried twice to escape to 

the U.S. On his first attempt, he and a friend planned to 
flee to Poland after they heard that some Czech troops had 
escaped to freedom through the underground coal mines. 

However, once they arrived there, the Nazis had already 
discovered this route. He and his companion were then told 
that if they could find a guide to take them, they could 
escape Nazi patrol, but that effort was unsuccessful. Henry 
returned to Prague where his father, a prominent businessman, 
was able to bribe a Czech official working for the Nazis to 
grant Henry an exit visa to leave the country. The visa in 
question happened to be in someone else’s name and did not 
match his passport. This risk paid off when the Nazi official 
on the train he was attempting to take to Poland failed to  
notice the discrepancy, and Henry was able to cross the 
border. In Krakow, an uncle helped him to the seaports 
where he took a steamship to London and from there 
gained passage to New York City. He arrived with less than 
$50 in his pocket. Later in the war, all the members of his 
immediate family escaped safely to the U.S., but he lost 
most of his extended family during the Holocaust.

Working odd jobs between 1939 and 1942, Henry also 
attained his citizenship. In 1942, he was happily drafted and 
anxious to serve the country that had taken him in. He 
trained with the 10th Mountain Division ski troops in the 
Army, but soon found himself transferred to be in military 
government because of his ability to speak German. He 
served with distinction: not only was he part of the second 
wave of men who landed on Omaha Beach in the D-Day 
invasion, but he also fought in the Battle of the Bulge. After 
the war, he served as a Lt. Colonel in Stuttgart, Germany, 
where he met and married Ruth Stiles of Scarsdale, N.Y., 
the love of his life. They returned to the U.S. in 1949 where 
Henry earned a Master’s Degree in Public Administration 
from Harvard and went on to have a successful career in 

investment analysis and counseling, first at J.P. Chase fol-
lowed by Gardner, Preston, Moss and then Congress Asset 
Management. He also taught economics at Northeastern 
University’s School of Business. 

Henry and Ruth were longtime residents of Wellesley 
and Needham, Mass., and had four children: Jenni King, 
Chris, Ellen Sneider, and Matthew, who treasure their 
family’s special history and the memory of their parents. 
Henry’s legacy is multifaceted. It brims with the pride he 
felt about serving his adopted country as well as his love 
for his homeland. “There was a BBC documentary series 
about WWII when I was growing up called World at War,” 
relates Henry’s youngest son, Matt. “I used to love watching 

it with my father and 
having him relate his 
personal war experi-
ences as they per-
tained to the program. 
It was one of the first 
times I really under-
stood who he was 
and why he was not 
like other suburban 
dads. It was also the 
first time I really felt 
proud of him.” Eldest 
daughter, Jenni King, 
also reflects on this. 
“He was very proud 
and positive about 
his service to his 
country. He con-
sidered it an honor 
to serve and to fight against the forces of the Third Reich 
that had wrecked such havoc on his homeland. When I was 
sixteen, my father took the family on a tour of the Europe 
that he remembered including Paris, Germany (mostly 
Bavaria), and Austria. He was proud of the beauty and his-
tory of Europe and took great joy in showing us all that he 
loved and remembered. For me as the oldest child, the trip 
was a wonderful experience and his enthusiasm made it all 

Henry Walter:  
Veteran, Businessman, and Loving Father
(November 18, 1916 – August 18, 2010)

“Pride for His Adopted Country”

The exit visa that Henry Walter used to escape to 
Krakow.

Interments of Note
by Lauren Marsh, Communications, Grants & Events Coordinator

Each individual interred at Mount Auburn has his own unique story, and we are so fortunate to be able to hear some of these 
remarkable personal histories. Though life took Henry Walter and Reinhard Frank down different paths, similarities in their 
past experiences connect them now in their final resting place.
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Born in Leipzig, Germany in 1928, Reinhard Frank was a 
young teenager when he and his sister, Anita, were imprisoned 
in the Theresienstadt concentration camp near Prague in 
1943. He was sent to Auschwitz in 1944 and remained there 
until 1945 when he and six other prisoners escaped from a 
death march as the camp was being evacuated. Anita died in 
Bergen-Belsen, and his mother, Hilde, died in Switzerland 
where she had traveled after the war broke out in an attempt  
to save her children. Reinhard had lost his father at the age  
of four. After the war, he lived in England where he completed  
his education, earning a degree in engineering. In 1956, he  
came to the U.S., eventually settling in Cambridge. He lived  
about a mile away from Mount Auburn and chose this as 
his final resting place because of its beauty and serenity.

Despite his wrenching childhood, Reinhard kept a posi-
tive outlook throughout his life, using his experiences 
to speak to children about oppression while putting his 
wealth toward education. Peter Lowy, family friend, met 
him as a young boy, as his own parents were prisoners with 
Reinhard at Theresienstadt; the three later reunited in the 
U.S. “Reinhard had a remarkably healthy and enlightened 
outlook and did not express resentment toward the German 
people. As an active, part owner of a family-owned com-
mercial real estate company in Hamburg, he developed 
many relationships with Germans, particularly those who 
grew up after the war,” says Lowy.

As a result of Reinhard’s own education being interrupted, 
he spent his life supporting students, who, due to extenuating  
circumstances in their personal lives, could not achieve early  
in life. He established a program at the prestigious Tech-
nion-Israel Institute of Technology that allowed students 
who fell into this category to work to upgrade their skills 
so they had a chance at a top tier education. This support, in  
addition to encouraging collaboration between German and  
Technion scientists and students, garnered him an honor-
ary degree from the institution. “Reinhard was one of the 
finest human beings I’ve ever met,” says Joel Berkowitz, 
New England Region Director of the American Technion 

Society. “He was quiet, 
self-effacing, knowl-
edgeable. Even with his 
childhood experiences, 
he still had an interest 
in Germany. Jewish 
tradition doesn’t hold 
the belief that the sins 
of the parents come 
down on the children, 
but instead 
that people 
should be 
judged on their own merit.” 

Reinhard also established the Anita Day-Care Center in 
Or Yehuda, near Tel Aviv, in his sister’s memory. “He lived 
unostentatiously and generously used his resources to help 
others,” remarks Lowy. “If there was a theme to his philan-
thropy it was educating youth. He knew what a difference 
an opportunity could make.” A passionate supporter of 
Mount Auburn Hospital as well, Reinhard had close-knit 
relationships with those who cared for him.

Though he never married nor had children, Reinhard Frank 
left a remarkable legacy to his many friends and relatives 
around the world. “Some of my fondest memories of him 
include meeting him in other places while traveling with 
my wife,” Lowy recalls. “He knew people everywhere and 
was only too happy to connect them together.” Charac-
terized by open-mindedness, Reinhard was not someone 
who looked at a situation with preconceived notions, but 
instead displayed a willingness to listen and engage. “He 
had a remarkable ability to connect with people. Reinhard 
absolutely loved life,” says Lowy. “He always exhibited a 
positive view about people and the world in general, which 
reflected the way he lived his life–by being open, accepting, 
supportive, and giving.”

the more special.”

The Walters’ choice to make Mount Auburn their final 
resting place stemmed from Ruth’s genealogical research 
of her family. She discovered she had relatives buried at the 
Cemetery and felt that this is where her roots were. It was 
also a very special place to her because of her avid birding, 
a hobby that both Matt and Jenni continue today. 

The Ruth and Henry Walter Fund has been generous in 
their support to Mount Auburn Cemetery in recent years, 
awarding funds towards the development of the Wildflower 

Meadow, the publication of our Birds & Birding Guide, 
and to preservation efforts, specifically the rejuvenation of 
the old technique of lead pointing to repair monuments. 
Henry was a modest man who lived practically and favored 
thrift and long-term planning in lieu of excess or indulgence.

Jenni concludes, “He was a loyal friend and husband, and 
always ethical, and he was always a man of moderation; 
he abhorred excess and waste of any kind. He wanted to 
instill his spirit of philanthropy and his love of learning and 
nature in his children, and I think he has.”

Reinhard Frank: 
Holocaust Survivor and Lifelong Philanthropist
(September 16, 1928 – December 12, 2010)

“An Open, Accepting Life”

Photo courtesy of Mount Auburn Hospital
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Did you know…?

…Mount Auburn has populations of

• rare spotted salamander–one of the few remaining  
in eastern Massachusetts–that  
resides entirely within the Dell  
and is greatly dependent on the 
vegetation and vernal pool habitat 
for its unique life-cycle needs; 

• grey squirrel, which plays a role in 
sustaining oak forests by burying 
and forgetting acorns that grow 
into new trees; and also 

• Red-tail Hawk, which is sustained 
by the grey squirrel, one of its  
primary food sources.

…and that

• in 2010 the vernal pool plantings were part of an initiative  
to reintroduce four species of frogs and toads to this 
ecosystem; 

• the shallow water emergent plant “shelf ” at 
Willow Pond was built to filter water entering 
the pond, but also serves as a wildlife habitat— 
plant species like cardinal flower, boneset, sweet 
flag, pickerelweed, duck potato, and water 
lily are used to attract insects, frogs, and fish, 
which, in turn, attract wading birds that feed 
on these species;

• the plants in the Wildflower Meadow like 
anise hyssop (Agastache foeniculum), nodding 
onion (Allium cernuum), and asters (Diplopappus 

Cass.) have been selected to create a well-timed se-
quence of habitat resources for flies, bees, moths, and 
butterflies throughout the long growing season.

…and there is
• still space available for purchase at Mount Auburn.  
For more information call 617-547-7105 or email  
sales@mountauburn.org.

Did  know...?

Salamander by John Harrison
All other photos by George McLean
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Story Chapel, a historic 19th-century structure  
built in 1898, is the setting for lectures, concerts, and 
special events open to the public, as well as private com-
memorative services. It houses the Visitors Center, which 
opened in 2008, and includes a welcome desk, a permanent  
exhibit on the Cemetery’s history, an introductory video  
about Mount Auburn today, a resource table with relevant  
books, public rest rooms, and the assistance of staff and 
volunteer docents. A current major initiative of the  
Cemetery and the Friends is to build a front 
entryway for Story Chapel that would make the 
Visitors Center more welcoming, accessible, and 
energy efficient as well as restore the historic 
integrity of the original porte-cochere that was 
removed in the 1960s. 

The Friends of Mount Auburn has been awarded a 
$132,000 matching grant by the Massachusetts Cultural 
Facilities Fund (MCFF) for this project. It is essential 
that we match that full amount by May 2011 as well as 
continue fundraising efforts for the full project cost of 
$360,000.

To date, we have raised 90% of the MCFF match 
through generous grants from private institutions,  
foundations, and individual donors.

To make a capital gift to the Story Chapel Entryway  
Project and help us match the original MCFF 
grant by May, please contact Jane M. Carroll, Vice 
President of Development, at 617-607-1919 or 
jcarroll@mountauburn.org

The Story Chapel  
                             Entryway Project

Story Chapel & Visitors Center Entrance,  
Concept by McGinley Kalsow & Associates

30,000

30,000

30,000

Amount Needed for  
Match: $13,580

MCFF Grant: $132,000 Additional Funds  
Required for Total  
Budget: $96,000

Total Project Budget: $360,000

TOTAL Matching Funds Raised: $118,420

Cambridge Savings Bank: $30,000
The Lynch Foundation: $30,000
Harold Whitworth Pierce Charitable Trust: $30,000
Richard Saltonstall Charitable Foundation: $5,000
Individual Contributions: $23,420
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Friends of Mount Auburn Cemetery
580 Mount Auburn Street
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138-5517

www.mountauburn.org • 617-547-7105
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Upcoming Events 
Join us for an upcoming program to celebrate the history, horticulture, 
art, architecture, and notable figures that make Mount Auburn so 
unique. Visit us at www.mountauburn.org to view the entire schedule 
of events taking place at the Cemetery throughout the spring and summer.

k Everlasting Ties: Watertown and Mount Auburn 
Cemetery 
Tuesday, April 26, 6 PM

Did you know that 93 percent of Mount Auburn Cemetery 
actually lies in Watertown? This spring and summer we will 
celebrate the rich history of Watertown with a special series of  
programs. For the first program, social historian Dee Morris  
will introduce us to some of the significant figures from Wa-
tertown’s past now buried at Mount Auburn including merchant 
John P. Cushing, poet Maria White, spiritualist Andrew Jackson 
Davis, and inventor Charles Davenport. Join us in Story Chapel 
to learn about how these and other individuals put Watertown 
on the map during the 19th century. Free.

k Early Risers’ Horticulture Club  
Friday, May 6, 7 AM

Help celebrate National Public Gardens Day with an 
early morning excursion through the Cemetery. During this 
hour-long walk we will search for the newest spring blooms 
and get a teaser of other things yet to come. Additional  
horticultural activities will also take place throughout the 
day. Free.

k A Pride Week Walk through Mount Auburn Cemetery  
Sunday, June 12, 3 PM

Meet some of the many distinguished figures from Boston’s 
past whom today we would call “gay” and “lesbian,” on a walk 
led by docent and historian Robin Hazard Ray. Poet Amy 
Lowell, actress Charlotte Cushman, and American Field Service 
founder Henry B. Sleeper are just a few of the remarkable 
individuals we will visit in recognition of Boston Pride Week 
2011. $5 members; $10 non-members.

k Green Burials at Mount Auburn 
Tuesday, July 26, 5 PM

What is a green burial? Are you confused by the concept? 
There are several definitions of this emerging trend. Di-
rector of Planning & Sustainability Candace Currie, 
and Director of Cemetery Services Jim Holman, will 
discuss the ways Mount Auburn may accommodate your 
burial wishes and where green burials might occur within the 
bounds of the Cemetery. The walking tour will begin with a 
brief discussion in Story Chapel. Free.  

k Mount Auburn’s Organic Cut-Flower Gardens 
Saturday, August 20, 1 PM

The cut-flower gardens behind the greenhouse are spectacular 
this time of year. Greenhouse Technician Kelley Sullivan 
will discuss organic techniques using compost, mulch, water 
conservation, organic pest management, and companion 
planting. $5 members; $10 non-members.

k Family Fun: Explorers & Inventors 
Saturday, September 10, 1 PM

Join volunteer docents Helen Abrams and Susan Zawalich 
for an exploration of Mount Auburn while visiting some 
of the notable inventors and explorers who are now buried 
here. From Buckminster Fuller and Edwin Land to lesser-
known but also accomplished men and women of ingenuity, 
we will tell their stories and celebrate their achievements. Per 
family: $8 members; $15 non-members.

Save the Date! 
Fall Open House—Saturday, September 24 
This year marks the 180th anniversary of Mount Auburn’s 
founding. Help us celebrate this anniversary by joining us for 
a day of special events and activities to commemorate this 
important and diverse national treasure.


